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FOCUS: SKI AND SNOW

By ANNE Z. COOKE
and STEVE HAGGERTY
Spemal Comtrbutors

DAHO SPRINGS,

Colo. — With winter

snows on the slopes

and a promising fore-
cast for 2012, it's time to
think about skiing this year
in the Colorado Rockies.
With 36 (or maybe ils 37)
resorts to choose from, each
famous for azure skies, sunny
days and more feet ot deep,
dry powder snow than you'll
ever find in the Alps, get
ready for an unforgettable ski
experience. Check out our
eight never-fail favorites:

Steamboat: Five-star
ski school for kids

1Evou want vour kids to love
skiing, ski at Steamboat Resort in
central Colorado. The resort rune
one of the country’s top-rated
children’s ski programs, and it
offers the best kids-ski-free pack-
ages: Steamboat has built a loval
followmg with generations of
people who want skiing to bea
family tradition,

For an adult who buys a five-
day (or more) lift pass. one child 12
and under, sharing a room with an
adult, gets a free ski pass and ski
rentals — no taxes, tips or fees
tacked on. Weekend skiers won't
benefit from this one.

The money saved? Spend it on
lessoms, Private lessons are an

of the

PEAKS

Take a tour of eight
favorite places to ski, relax
and repeat in Colorado

N

energetic young instructors, the
kids learn tast. It doesn't take long

- - ! option, and recommended for
r adults, For kids, the all-day group
* h " lessons rock. Grouped by age,
. - ability and interest and led by
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before they're skiing all over
the mountain’s 2,965 acres,
whizzing through glades and
over bumps and throwing
snowhalls al each other.

Fly to Denver and on to the
Yampa Valley Airport,
Contact 1-877-TH3- 2628,
Wi steamboat.com

Winter Park is in
Denver's backyard

Ifyou can't let another
winter go by without skiing,
sequeeze ina long weekend at
Winter Park, This three-peak,
3,060-acre ski area has some
of the Rockies biggest slopes
plus trails for all ski levels, and
itsonly 67 miles west of Den-
ver, Fly into Denver the night
before or book an early flight to
arrive before noon, Hop on one
of the ski shuttles near the
baggage claim lobby and you'll
be hucking Parsenn Bowl's
fresh powder by 2 pam.

Our favorile way Lo stream-
line the process is Lo reserve
rental skis in advance at the ski
shack on the base area — nsu-
allv demaos, for better perfor-
mance — 50 they' Tl he waiting
with our names on them. Book
lodging at the Base Village, a
rocim or stodio condo, and buy
lift tickets in advance on Win-
Ler Park’s website. for pickup at
Lhe base area licket window.

The shuttles get husy. so
reserve a seat. Check out Home
James Transportation, 1-800-
359-7503, homejames
transportation.com; or Big Sky
Shuttle, at I-877-336-8267 and
J03-300-2626. For a better
way 1o enjoy Winter Park’s
lively aprés-ski scene, rent
wheels and drive.

Contack winterparkrasort.com;
FB66-230-1994.

Snowmass: First
for families

If you're skiing with the
children, ski-in, ski-out lodg-
ing will make a good ski vaca-
tion great, At Snowmass Re-
sort, on-slope lodging is easy to
come by at one of the 2,500
rental units, all clustered
around the ski resort’s two base
areas,

Twoon abudget can find a
room ina base area inn. Fami-
lies, friends on holiday, re-
union groups and wedding
parties can snare and share
condos or lnsory lodges, ap to
fonr bedrooms, Stay on or near
the snow and be there when
the lifts npen, ready to carve
first tracks on one of Snow-
mass’ four big mountains,

Everything for a stress-free
family vacation is at the newly
expanded and redesigned
Snowmass Village, The lop-
rated ski school offers group
lessons for toddlers to teen-
agers and clisses and clinies
for adults. A couple of ski-
rental shops are also right
there, 4 is the overnighl ski
check and a halt-dozen restau-
rants, gift shops and skiwear
stores with even a place to buy
groceries nearby,

The most glittering im-

provement is the addition of
the five-star Viceroy Hotel, al
the hase of Farmy Hill, witha
star-studded clientele, an
atmospheric aprés-ski bar and
arestaurant with a chef-styled
TSN

Contact:-B77 6827736 aspen
SMOWIMESE.C0m.

Arapahoe Basin:
High and mighty
Arapahoe Basin, six miles
from Kevstone Besort, has
deep powder glades, 55-degree
steeps and no crowds. With
North America’s highest
marked ski tradls (the summil
is at 13,050 feet), 65-vear-old
A-Basin belongs to the locals
and powder hounds, skiers
who believe that the ultimate
high is pushing the limits.
A-Basin, which straddles
the Continental Divide, has

just 900 acres and seven lifts.

Half of the resort is above
timberline with much of the
terrain in open bowls, But
off-piste thrills aren't the only
reason the resort has a devoled
[ollowing, says snowboarder
Craig Bannister, a spokesman
lor Colorado Ski Country. It
thearea’s 10-month ski season,
with T-shirt skiing stretching
into midsummer.

“A-Basin is the first to open
and the last to close, Bannister
savs. "People who buy a season
pass get their money's worth.
People high-five their friends
in the cateteria and people are
generally laid-back. The locals
probably won't show you
where to find those hidden
stashes (never-skied fresh
powder snow ), but the gus
whowork there will.”

You can buy lunch at three
on-mountain lodges. You can
rent skis, get your edges sharp-
ened or buy a pair of gloves at
the base area ski shop. The
website reminds that the resort
has “no lodges, no condos and
no hotels” Stay at Kevstone
Resort and ski both resorts on
the sumetrip.

Contact: Mear Dilion, on Highwey 6]

T-BEE-272-7246; arapahios
baskncam

Keystone: Snow
sports galore

Duringwinter's snowy
months, Keyvstone sheds its
summer camonflage to be-
come a winter sports and activ-
ities center. With 3,148 acres to
phay om, there’s something for
EVETYOTIE,

For downhillers who've
discovered Nordic skiing,
Kevstone maintaims miles of
groomed cross-country trails
aswell as marked, off-piste
{ungroomed) trails for snow-
shoers, Both Nordic skis and
snowshoes are available for
rentat theresort base, fee
skating and rentals are avail-
able at the Lakeside Rink. The
famons Tubing Park, seulpted
om the back side of'a precipi-
tos slope, is one of the most
satisfving thrills available.

Oiher recreation includes
snow bike rentals; snow cat
rices into the back country; fly
fishing ( trout bite in winter);
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At family-friendly Snowmass Resort, skiers get a view of
the village from under the Coney Glade lift,

seenic sleigh rides; snow-
mobile lours, GPS Geo-Cache
Advenlures and NASTAR
family races; indoor pleasures
rum from spa treatments at the
Kevstone Lodge, to voga elas-
ses and scenic rides uphill on
the River Run Gondala.

Cantact: 1-877-625-1556; keystone
rascrt Com

Crested Butte:
Wild and woolly

Crested Butte, where the
base area is at 9375 feet eleva-
tion and the sumniil rises Lo
12,152 feet, provides a natural
high. In the past. this historic,
LI67-acreski area has beena
weckend destination. Devoted
skiers love the big views, un-
crowded runs and the genuine
rustic ranch town at the base,

But new ownership has
brought improvements and
jobs. With upgraded trails,
faster chair lifis, terrain parks,
mnre restanrants and base area
hotels now on site, the number
of destination skiers is grow-
ing. Some residents oppose the
changes; still, most agree that
np-to-date ski services and
first-cliss lodging are the best
way to keep the ski resort alive
and the community afloat. As
our lift operator said, “Colora-
do already has enough ghost
towms.”

Contack 1-800- 8})-7H69, skich.cam

Vail: Wide-open spaces

Leave crowds behind at
Vail, the largest of Colorado’s
ski areas. Spread over seven
miles ofmountains, Vail's
5,289 skiable acres are orgn-
nized into three distinet areas:
the Front Side, the Back Bowls
and Blue Sky Basin,

Most recreational skiers
stay on the Front Side, where
heginner and intermediate
trails predominate, Skier ser-
vices and on-mountain restan-
rants are located at regnlar
intervals,

Advanced and more aggres-
sive skiers often head for the
Back Bowls and Blue Sky Ba-
sin. Kach acre of skiable stow
averages only four skicrs at any
one time, aceording to Vail,

Life is good at the top of the Alice in Wonderland trails at Winter Park Resort,

Afler a snowstorm, fresh,
untracked powder is almost
enaranteed

Contact: -B00-503-B748;1+-800-
BOS-2457; vail.com,

Aspen Mountain:
Bright lights, good eats

With its fine cuisine and
jazz clubs, art galleries, classi-
cal concerts, antiques stores,
celebrity hars and five-star
hotels, this former mining
toswn is halfl the allraction.

Though most slopes on Ajax
— the ki mountain — are
rated for experts, there area
hall~dozen swooping interme-
diate runs off the summit,
Almost always groomed, they
curve gradually down. dip
steeply for a few feet, and then
end atamidmountain chair-
lift. To reach the sumumit, fake

Gudelve.com

Phiotas

Skiers savor desp powder o
snowstorm in Aspen

the Silver Queen Gondolaup,
and as you exdt, stop at the
on-the-snow kiosk where a
concierge serves hot eider by
the cup.

Besureto stop at the ¢ner-
gy-friendly Sundeck Restau-
rant, the newest version o the
original 50-vear-old warming
hut, and try Reborn, the res-
Eurant’s popular gonrmet
memnil.

You ean ski to the base area
or ride the gondolaback down.
Save time Lo emjov the town,;
Aspen's narrow streets and
restored. turn-of-the-century
brick buildings relive the ex-
citement of the town's early
days.

Contact: -B0{)-525-6200; aspean
SMOWETHSS, COITY,

Anne Z. Cooke and Steve
Huggerty are freelance writers
based in Marina del Rey. Calif.
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rifts in a forest glade after a
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Most Colorado skiresoris
mMake SNOW 35 S00nN 35
nightiime temperatures
drop, building anicy base
thick encugh to hold the
natural snow that falis.
Theresorts openin
Movember and keep
sometralls cpeninto
April arlater, depending
onconditions. Prices for
single-clay fickets —the
most expensive way to
skl —areset whenthe
resort opens. Thesmart
skier's methedis to
purchase a multiday ift
ticket anline, or to buy
oneof the widaly
advertised packages thal
combine lodging and lift
licket

NONSTOP JET SERVICE

iy Wb, losdsigy, DlillaaF i Siearli
[ad i Klilley

AmericanAirlines’

Qr more

skich.com/599

e ppuied Bt

CRESTED

BUTTE

c

OLORADO

1-888-571-6222


Steve
Rectangle


