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ALASKAN ENCOUNTERS

Cruising closer
to nature on
a small ship

BY ANNE Z. COOKE:
AND STEVE HAGGERTY
Special to The Miami Herald
OONAH, Alaska — I trailed
my fingers in the water as the
Zodiac pulled away from the
ship and headed for the forest, a dark
line on the shore. The second hand on
my watch clicked around as we passed
a floating iceberg. Twenty seconds, 50
seconds, two minutes on the mark, and
by then my hand felt like a lifeless
lump of ice.
Meanwhile, in this land of extremes,
the contrary Alaskan sun burned
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PHOTOS BY STEVE HAGGERTY/COLORWORLD
ON THE ROCKS: Sea lions sprawl on an islet in Glacier Bay, above. Below, the
calving face of Sawyer Glacier.

down like a torch, scorching my nose.

Behind us, the 62-passenger Sea
Bird, a Lindblad Expedition ship, float-
ed serenely at anchor, alone in a hid-
den inlet. No big cruise ships in sight.
Too small for them in this corner of the
Tongass National Forest. Hey, check
out the puffs of white on the tree!
Those are eagles! Then the Zodiac
bumped up on the gravel and the eight
of us, lugging binoculars and sun-
screen, climbed out to walk on the
beach.

“We've never seen bears here, but
it’s always a possibility,” said Steven
Ruggles, our Lindblad Expeditions
guide, jingling the bells attached to his
pack. “If there are any, they’ll take off
when they hear us talking. They’re as
afraid of us as we are of them.”

Think ahead to this coming summer
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