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Bargain rates for mountain magic at Colorado
ski resorts

JOBS REAL ESTATE

Text size

By ANNE Z. COOKE | McClatchy-Tribune News Service

SNOWMASS VILLAGE, Colo. - "River rafting? Horseback riding? At Snowmass?" said Larry
behind the counter at the Ski Chalet, in Los Angeles.

For most people, just hearing a ski resort name - Snowmass, Steamboat, Copper Mountain,
Winter Park, Vail, Taos - is a vacation turn-off. Winter winds, cold feet, blistering snow
storms? No way.

"Snowmass? That's for skiers," he told me.
"Not where I want to be on my summer
vacation."
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As it happens, most ski resort lodging, hotel
rooms and condominiums, stand empty in summer. As vacancies grow, so do discounts. And
sure enough, prices had dropped as much as 50 percent during some off-season weeks. Find
an affordable place to stay, a nice place even, with a kitchen, another money saver, was
step one. But if we weren't skiing, what else would we do? Dumb question, obviously.

Summer fun in Colorado is a natural. Why? Because ski resorts aren't in ugly flat places.
Those slopes are located in magnificent mountain settings where there's more to do in any
season than most other places. River rafting, of course, and fly fishing, hiking, music
festivals, zip lining, paragliding, jeep trips and golf, and that's for starters. At Snowmass,
where we went and where I expected to see hillsides marred by ugly bald gashes (those
vertical runs that parallel the lifts), the slopes were transformed, grown into grassy, flower-
filled meadows. Switzerland, I thought, without the cowbells.

Hiking trails slipped through the trees, glades where I had so often - and unhappily -
crashed my skis into the trees. Taking it easy, we rode the chair lift to the summit, stopped
at mid-mountain to watch the Kids Camp kids take turns on a climbing wall, and climbed
higher up to admire the views. Since Snowmass and almost all ski resorts are built on leased
National Forest land, a network of interconnected, well-defined trails is the rule, often deer
or mining trails, paths that existed before the resort was a gleam in some enterprising skier's
eye.

The Fanny Hill ski run, a giant bunny slope at the resort base village, was half empty. Until
Saturday's music festival, a weekly event drawing huge crowds, most from the area. The
musicians - rock, country and pop bands - perform on a raised stage; food and drink tents
were set up along the perimeter, and everyone, including us, sat on blankets until the stars
came out.

On Thursday night, we went to Snowmass Village's local rodeo, an amateur event, well-
attended and pleasingly abbreviated. Held weekly, it attracts bronc riders, ranch cowboys
handy at calf roping and barrel racers (on horseback) from towns throughout the county.
Half the fun is watching the kids participate; this is their chance to compete in a real arena.
I expected the Mutton Busting contest to bore, but it was a side-splitter. The onlookers
roared as 20 kids, ages maybe three to six, clutched onto that slippery wool for dear life,
tried to reach the finish line

Snowmass is one of my favorites. But it isn't the only ski resort in Colorado or in of the
Rocky Mountain states trying to fill empty rooms in summer.

Did I mention horseback riding, chuck wagon dinners, lake canoeing, river kayaking, rock
climbing, campfire sings, square dancing and overnight trail rides? And when a ski village
gets into the act, the list grows longer: Art shows, Mountain Men Rendezvous, Black Powder
festivals, Arabian horse shows, Celtic Festivals, Arts and Crafts Markets.

With Snowmass half empty, traffic was a non-issue. Restaurants abounded and the food
was, over all, very good. Pick your choice and you'll be seated immediately. Even our
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My "don't miss" suggestions: Guided fly fishing lessons for the kids, and a half-day river trip. Type in your cell phone number
The fishing was supposed to be just fun. But our guide Roger Morse, an expert, revealed his C -
secrets. "Watch and I'll demonstrate, and then you can try it," he said modestly. [t accept the terms and conditions (click to view)

. ) ) K hone handy!
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fish, more oxygen and less effort expended, he explained), told us to watch the line until it message with a four-digit code at the end. Enter this
jiggled (which it did in seconds), at which point the demonstration turned real. He jerked the number on the next screen and press the Confirm

hook to set the fish then reeled it in. "Easy," he said. By noon, 12-year-old Dillon landed button.

three good-sized trout (catch and release) and I lost three hooks, snagged on underwater Sign Up!

tree trunks.

Even crazier was our eight-mile raft trip down the Roaring Fork River. I expected a lazy float .

with seven other tourists. Instead, the three-hour paddle on the highest water levels in a Careerbulldermm~
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For more on lodging and recreation, go to www.snowmasstourism.com; Top Jobs
www.aspensnowmass.com; www.aspenflyfishing.com; and www.blazingadventures.com. [«
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2012, McClatchy-Tribune News Service. xﬁ;fsé'sa" Luis Obispo ‘
SHARE THIS STORY: n e % .5 E EJ = Tweet £0 US-CA-San Luis Obisbo
About comments

Reader comments on SanLuisObispo.com are the opinions of the writer, not The Tribune. If you see an

objectionable comment, click the "report abuse" button below it. We will delete comments containing

inappropriate links, obscenities, hate speech, and personal attacks. Flagrant or repeat violators will be

banned. See more about comments here.

< v [ 7] n

Add New Comment Login

Real-time updating is enabled. (Pause)

Showing 0 comments Sort by newest first | %

M Subscribe by email S RSS

SITE MAP Emv&!

News Opinion Sports Entertainment Living Classifieds Resources
Obituaries Letters tothe Local Ticket Health Jobs Visitor Guide
Breaking News Editor Prep Sports Stats Event Calendar Fitness Cars My SLO County
Local Columns Outdoors Dining Travel Homes Contact Us
Business Blogs College Wine Relationships Place an Ad Subscriber
Tech Caption Contest Baseball Celebrities Wedding Local Coupons Services
State Football Movies Pets National Coupons News in Education
Nation/World Basketball Music Display Ads RSS Feeds
Politics Hockey vV Yellow Pages E-Newsletters
Environment Motorsports Horoscopes Special Sections Archives
Weird News Golf Comics Photo Reprints
Photos Tennis Sudoku Yellow Pages
Video Olympics
Special Projects
Gas Prices
Crime

Traffic Report

Terms of Service Privacy Policy About ourads Copyright

http://www.sanluisobispo.com/2012/06/18/2110096/bargain-rates-for-mountain-magic.html#storylink=misearch 2/3


http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sanluisobispo.com%2F2012%2F06%2F18%2F2110096%2Fbargain-rates-for-mountain-magic.html%23storylink%3Dmisearch&t=Bargain rates for mountain magic at Colorado ski resorts %7C The Tribune %26 SanLuisObispo.com&src=sp
http://twitter.com/home?status=Bargain rates for mountain magic at Colorado ski resorts - www.sanluisobispo.com/2012/06/18/2110096/bargain-rates-for-mountain-magic.html
http://reddit.com/submit?url=www.sanluisobispo.com/2012/06/18/2110096/bargain-rates-for-mountain-magic.html&title=Bargain rates for mountain magic at Colorado ski resorts
http://del.icio.us/post?url=www.sanluisobispo.com/2012/06/18/2110096/bargain-rates-for-mountain-magic.html&title=Bargain rates for mountain magic at Colorado ski resorts
http://us.rd.yahoo.com/my/atm/SanLuisObispo.com/Travel/*http://add.my.yahoo.com/rss?url=http://www.sanluisobispo.com/living/travel/index.rss
http://digg.com/submit?url=www.sanluisobispo.com/2012/06/18/2110096/bargain-rates-for-mountain-magic.html&title=Bargain rates for mountain magic at Colorado ski resorts
http://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=www.sanluisobispo.com/2012/06/18/2110096/bargain-rates-for-mountain-magic.html&title=Bargain rates for mountain magic at Colorado ski resorts&summary=&source=www.sanluisobispo.com
http://www.stumbleupon.com/submit?url=www.sanluisobispo.com/2012/06/18/2110096/bargain-rates-for-mountain-magic.html
javascript:void(0)
javascript:displayEmailForm();
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/2012/06/18/v-print/2110096/bargain-rates-for-mountain-magic.html
javascript:void(0);
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/2012/06/18/2110096/community.show
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/2012/06/18/2110096/thread.vote
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/2012/06/18/2110096/thread.vote
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/2012/06/18/2110096/auth.login
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/2012/06/18/2110096/thread.subscribe
http://sanluisobispo.disqus.com/bargain_rates_for_mountain_magic_at_colorado_ski_resorts/latest.rss
javascript:void(0);
http://www.careerbuilder.com/jobseeker/jobs/jobfindadv.aspx?lr=cbmc_fb&siteid=cbmc_fb030
http://www.careerbuilder.com/jobseeker/companies/companysearch.aspx?lr=cbmc_fb&siteid=cbmc_fb030
http://www.careerbuilder.com/JobSeeker/Jobs/JobDetails.aspx?lr=CBCB_TN&Job_DID=J3H2MF6MLHNGWKWKBJV&siteid=CB_TN_jbstrm&ipath=jbstrm
http://www.careerbuilder.com/JobSeeker/Jobs/JobDetails.aspx?lr=CBCB_TN&Job_DID=J3J49L71WNV4BWMXVGG&siteid=CB_TN_jbstrm&ipath=jbstrm
http://www.careerbuilder.com/JobSeeker/Jobs/JobDetails.aspx?lr=CBCB_TN&Job_DID=J3H29D6KHJSDJZ820QH&siteid=CB_TN_jbstrm&ipath=jbstrm
http://www.careerbuilder.com/JobSeeker/Jobs/JobDetails.aspx?lr=CBCB_TN&Job_DID=J3G1476814R803S0KP7&siteid=CB_TN_jbstrm&ipath=jbstrm
http://www.careerbuilder.com/JobSeeker/Jobs/JobDetails.aspx?lr=CBCB_TN&Job_DID=J3G5YJ6Z9JJFW7FXL4X&siteid=CB_TN_jbstrm&ipath=jbstrm
http://www.careerbuilder.com/JobSeeker/Jobs/JobDetails.aspx?lr=CBCB_TN&Job_DID=J3G27W63GLJ62FCL97G&siteid=CB_TN_jbstrm&ipath=jbstrm
http://www.careerbuilder.com/JobSeeker/Jobs/JobDetails.aspx?lr=CBCB_TN&Job_DID=J3H70W74LGZG0K4115S&siteid=CB_TN_jbstrm&ipath=jbstrm
http://www.careerbuilder.com/JobSeeker/Jobs/JobDetails.aspx?lr=CBCB_TN&Job_DID=J3G40279B64ZCPHCN4V&siteid=CB_TN_jbstrm&ipath=jbstrm
http://www.careerbuilder.com/JobSeeker/Jobs/JobDetails.aspx?lr=CBCB_TN&Job_DID=J3G2Q86CJWJZSBJV5PS&siteid=CB_TN_jbstrm&ipath=jbstrm
http://www.careerbuilder.com/JobSeeker/Jobs/JobDetails.aspx?lr=CBCB_TN&Job_DID=J3J3C7762QDW09GM58R&siteid=CB_TN_jbstrm&ipath=jbstrm
http://www.careerbuilder.com/JobSeeker/Jobs/JobDetails.aspx?lr=CBCB_TN&Job_DID=J3H4DR5W6Q5BSLLZ13P&siteid=CB_TN_jbstrm&ipath=jbstrm
http://www.careerbuilder.com/JobSeeker/Jobs/JobDetails.aspx?lr=CBCB_TN&Job_DID=J3G24Z5XW4Y78R3TWTV&siteid=CB_TN_jbstrm&ipath=jbstrm
http://www.careerbuilder.com/JobSeeker/Jobs/JobDetails.aspx?lr=CBCB_TN&Job_DID=J3J1K96Z1WJ3W0BLCJ7&siteid=CB_TN_jbstrm&ipath=jbstrm
http://www.careerbuilder.com/JobSeeker/Jobs/JobDetails.aspx?lr=CBCB_TN&Job_DID=J3H3MG6XJYMSD8WDMN4&siteid=CB_TN_jbstrm&ipath=jbstrm
http://www.careerbuilder.com/JobSeeker/Jobs/JobDetails.aspx?lr=CBCB_TN&Job_DID=J3J5C070P0HZXNWQ25Q&siteid=CB_TN_jbstrm&ipath=jbstrm
http://www.careerbuilder.com/JobSeeker/Jobs/JobDetails.aspx?lr=CBCB_TN&Job_DID=J3G2D36XDSLBJ14R7P8&siteid=CB_TN_jbstrm&ipath=jbstrm
http://www.careerbuilder.com/JobSeeker/Jobs/JobDetails.aspx?lr=CBCB_TN&Job_DID=J3J4105VJV4F38ZJB8Y&siteid=CB_TN_jbstrm&ipath=jbstrm
http://www.careerbuilder.com/JobSeeker/Jobs/JobDetails.aspx?lr=CBCB_TN&Job_DID=J3J0WG6CWG6DLGLZH0S&siteid=CB_TN_jbstrm&ipath=jbstrm
http://www.careerbuilder.com/JobSeeker/Jobs/JobDetails.aspx?lr=CBCB_TN&Job_DID=J3H65C6KX4XMR0Y0Z0M&siteid=CB_TN_jbstrm&ipath=jbstrm
http://www.careerbuilder.com/JobSeeker/Jobs/JobDetails.aspx?lr=CBCB_TN&Job_DID=J3G1NW6CYX946YJMGNT&siteid=CB_TN_jbstrm&ipath=jbstrm
http://www.careerbuilder.com/JobSeeker/Jobs/JobDetails.aspx?lr=CBCB_TN&Job_DID=J3H6BJ79CSTW9GX7HSC&siteid=CB_TN_jbstrm&ipath=jbstrm
http://www.careerbuilder.com/JobSeeker/Jobs/JobDetails.aspx?lr=CBCB_TN&Job_DID=J3G40M6Q3T264YDX43X&siteid=CB_TN_jbstrm&ipath=jbstrm
http://www.careerbuilder.com/JobSeeker/Jobs/JobDetails.aspx?lr=CBCB_TN&Job_DID=J3J6KF6L6YBKZSV4CBB&siteid=CB_TN_jbstrm&ipath=jbstrm
http://www.careerbuilder.com/JobSeeker/Jobs/JobDetails.aspx?lr=CBCB_TN&Job_DID=J3J3W6627P2MFWWFXGJ&siteid=CB_TN_jbstrm&ipath=jbstrm
http://www.careerbuilder.com/JobSeeker/Jobs/JobDetails.aspx?lr=CBCB_TN&Job_DID=J3G2PM70T3F4GPPYRW9&siteid=CB_TN_jbstrm&ipath=jbstrm
http://www.careerbuilder.com/JobSeeker/Jobs/JobDetails.aspx?lr=CBCB_TN&Job_DID=J3G60S6B3B8Q344ZQZL&siteid=CB_TN_jbstrm&ipath=jbstrm
http://www.careerbuilder.com/JobSeeker/Jobs/JobDetails.aspx?lr=CBCB_TN&Job_DID=J3J0F461QQJXPNHKV4P&siteid=CB_TN_jbstrm&ipath=jbstrm
http://www.careerbuilder.com/JobSeeker/Jobs/JobDetails.aspx?lr=CBCB_TN&Job_DID=J3J7J96NX39JQ5RYXTG&siteid=CB_TN_jbstrm&ipath=jbstrm
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/news/feeds/
http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/sanluisobispo/
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/news/local/breaking_news/
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/news/local/
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/business/
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/news/technology/
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/state/
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/news/national_and_world/
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/news/politics/
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/environment/
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/news/weird_news/
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/slo_county_photos/
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/multimedia/
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/special_projects/
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/gas/
http://slonews.thetribunenews.com/crime/
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/traffic/
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/letters/
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/columns/
http://sloblogs.thetribunenews.com/
http://slonews.thetribunenews.com/contests/captioncontest/
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/sports/
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/sports/prep_sports/
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/sports/outdoors/
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/sports/college_sports/
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/sports/baseball/
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/sports/football/
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/sports/basketball/
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/sports/hockey/
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/sports/motor_racing/
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/sports/golf/
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/sports/tennis/
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/olympics2010/
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/entertainment/
http://events.sanluisobispo.com/
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/entertainment/dining/
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/wine/vintages/
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/entertainment/celebrities/
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/entertainment/movies/
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/350/
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/entertainment/tv/
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/entertainment/horoscopes/
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/entertainment/funny_pages/
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/entertainment/sudoku/
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/living/health/
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/living/fitness/
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/living/travel/
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/living/family_relationships/
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/weddings/
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/living/pets/
http://www.careerbuilder.com/jobseeker/jobs/jobresults.aspx?lr=cbcb_tn&s_pdq=Select+One
http://www.cars.com/go/index.jsp?aff=teletrib
http://sanluisobispo.2.homescape.com/SCS/search_api.jsp?geo_area_text=&geo_area_text_lookup_id=47538&filter_min_price=&filter_max_price=&filter_min_bed=&filter_min_bath=&filter_property_type=&search_by_type=resale_mls%2Cresale_class%2Cresale%2Cnew_const%2Cnew_class%2Cnew_mls%2Cnew_ecom_agent%2Cnew_ecom_broker%2Cnew_ecom_builder%2Cnew_ecom_owner%2Cresale_ecom_agent%2Cresale_ecom_broker%2Cresale_ecom_builder%2Cresale_ecom_owner&reporting_search_name=Channel+Quick+Search
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/placead/
http://newspaperads.sanluisobispo.com/ROP/Subcat.aspx?cat=14549
http://newspaperads.sanluisobispo.com/ROP/Subcat.aspx?cat=14549
http://newspaperads.sanluisobispo.com/ROP/Categories.aspx
http://pd.sanluisobispo.com/sp?aff=118
http://newspaperads.sanluisobispo.com/SS/Tiles.aspx
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/explore_sanluisobispo/
http://www.myslocounty.com/
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/contact_slo/
http://www.slotribune.net/
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/nie/
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/news/feeds/
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/reg-bin/int.cgi?mode=register
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/news/archive/
http://pictopia.com/perl/gal?provider_id=276&process=deliver&page=requests_xsl
http://pd.sanluisobispo.com/sp?aff=118
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/terms-of-service
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/privacy-policy
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/privacy-policy#behavioral_targeting
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/copyright
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/3c9d/0/0/%2a/o;44306;0-0;0;7941272;40849-285/70;0/0/0;;%7Esscs=%3f

	Published: 5:09 am Monday, Jun. 18, 2012
	Bargain rates for mountain magic at Colorado ski resorts
	Get the Deal!
	Get a 25-minute Natural Herbal Detox Foot Steam Sauna for $10 from Yang Sheng Spa ($22 value).
	SIMILAR STORIES:

	OUR NEWS, YOUR WAY
	GET BREAKING NEWS ON YOUR CELL PHONE
	Keep your phone handy!
	About comments

	SHARE THIS STORY:
	Add New Comment
	Showing 0 comments



