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‘DANGEROUS PERSON' Hamilton judge sentences
38-year-old manto 15 years for fatal stabbing // A6

“We are still awaiting Easter; we are not yet standing
in the full light but walking toward it full of trust.”

POPE BENEDICT XVI

A crown of thorns adorns acrossat St. Patrick’s Church in

downtown Hamilton ahead of Easter services this weekend.
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Never having to turn your back

g’” UNDER THEHAMMER | 1) your childhood dreams
undas Valley School

Michael Walsh is one of the top artists Marvel relies
upon to bringits comic book heroes to the page

GRAHAM ROCKINGHAM
The Hamilton Spectator

A COUPLE OF BLOCKS off James Street North, re-
sidesalittle slice of comic book heaven.

(CHASE AWAY MY BLUES BY MICHELLE
‘GUITARD IS UP FOR GRAES THIS YEAR

It'samodest brick bungalow, home and studio of car-
toonist Michael Walsh, a born-and-bred Hamiltonian who
atthe age of 31 has reached the pinnacle of the comic book
world.

Walsh is one of a few dozen top artists that the Marvel
empire relies upon to bring s stable of comic book heroes

JGARY YOKOYAMA THE HANILTON SPECTATOR
to the printed page, each and every Michael Walsh of
month. Hamilton says he
Ifall goes well, his fame in the could draw before
world of fantasy willreach newlevels  he could talk.
when his original creation “Come-
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Showers, scattered and
isolated, today and tonight
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Did you know . . . Terrapure Environmental is Canada’s leading
environmental services company, located right here in Hamilton?

Terrapure provides critical support to local industry by helping Hamilton-based companies
manage their environmental challenges . . . providing services that reduce environmental impacts
and enhancing the sustainability of the local economy. In fact, a recent study showed Terrapure
contributed over 28.7 million dollars to the lacal economy last year.
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Fijipride: Where paradise
ismore than sand and sea

Fijianslove their
country, and love to
show it off to visitors

ANNE Z. COOKE
Tribune News Service

TAVENUIL FLIT— If Fiji was nothing
‘more than sand and sea, palm fronds
and flowers, it wouldn't matter which
South Pacific beach resort you vis-
ited.

Every vacation would be justan-
other ho-hum adventure.

Butafter 15 yearsand as many
visits to this 333-sland nation, 've
gotapretty good idea why each desti-

nation promises a unique experience.

What's the secret? It's the Fijians
themselves, proud to be Fijian and
proud toshow you their country.
Sau Bay Resort, on Vanua Levu,
the second largest island, was the
first stop on my most recent trip to
Fiji. Still jet-lagged, T wassitting on
the deck of the lodge, gazing over the

Tavoro Waterfalls,
attractions.

in Bouma National Heritage Park, is one of Taveuni's top

bay, when the bushes below me sud- Then the head looked up, saw my
denly stirred and two hands anda feet and without missing a beat asked
pair of clippers appeared, followed by me what T thought of the umbrella-
ahead. like trees towering over the lodge.
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Papayas grow along the
beach near Tides Reach's
lodge and bungalow on
Taveuni Island.

Thus was my introduction to the
owner, Nigel Douglas, a Scotsman by
ancestry and a fifth-generation Fiji-

“These arerain trees,” he said,
affectionately pattinga gnarled
trunk. “Itook onelook and I knew
this was the place for me. You don’t
often see them so close to the shore —
saltwater, you know —but they're
thriving. Andlook at these tiny white
flowers. These bushes are rare, but
native.”

He paused, scanning the hillside.
“This was bare when we bought it.
Carrolland I planted everything you
see.”

“How did you ever find this spot?” I
asked. “Coming across the bay, you
can'tseeit.”

“That'seasy,” he said. “Fijiis
home. I've been to most of these is-
lands, dived every reef. Anything you
want to know, people, politics, gar-
dens,just ask. Do you drink wine?
Maybelater.”

T'dalready met Carroll, who
emerged from her garden toshow me
Sau Bay's four oceanview bures
(BOOR-ays, ie. cottages), each
equipped with big beds, mosquito
netting, private baths, coffee makers,
acookie jar and air conditioning.

Casual but courteous, the Doug-
lases know how tomake travelers feel
at home. On most mornings Carroll
worked at her desk while Divemaster
Nigel suited up to guide the resort’s
six other guests to Rainbow Reef and
the Great White Wall, 10 minutes
away by dive boat.

That left precious private time to
kayak across the bay, hike uphill and
(withassistant manager Sarah as
‘guide) visit nearby Kioa Island, the
adopted home of Polynesian immi-
grantsfrom Tavalu; rising oceans
are washing away their villages.

Four days later it was time to leave
Sau Bay, this time to go to Tides
Reach Resort, on Taveuni, Fiji's Gar-
denlsle.

Expectinga clerk and a check-in
desk, I'was welcomed like royalty as

FUI continues // GI1

Hiking the authentic Great Wall of China like a local

Millions visit the wall each year but there are
spots off the beaten track to avoid the crowds

ANNA HARTLEY
The Washington Post

Tires crunch the gravel as our
driver turns around and makes
his way back down the narrow
access road, leaving my fiancé,
his mother andTalone in front of

anempty building.

The air s cool and fresh, and a
few white clouds move briskly
across the blue sky. Beijing, with
its move than 20 million inhabit-
ants, gleamingskyscrapers and
intermittent layer of smog, isa

safe 50 miles (80 kilometres) to
the south. All being well, we'll
see the driveragain in about four
hours, at our pickuplocation.
Icheck the WeChat message on

‘my phone again.

lowitup.”

“Behind [the building] there’s
apath uphill to the wall. Usually,
afarmer can point youto t. Fol-

There areno farmers tobe seen
on this bright November morn-
ing, butthe pathis there, and the
valley swallows us up in minutes.

WALL continues // G12

ANNA HARTLEY FOR THE WASHINGTON POST

Theauthor's
mother-in-law
follows the
narrow path
westward along
the Great Wall of
Chinaat the
Moya Shike
Natural Scenic
Areaoutside
Beijing.
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thestaff— 10 handsome Fijians
— lined up with hearty “bulas”
and firm handshakes.

“Youmust be thirsty,” said
bartender William Celua, eyes
twinkling, bigsmile, handing me
Fiji's traditional welcome drink
offresh coconut water topped
witha flower.

Just four years old, Tides
Reachis still growing, adding two
bures and a dive shop later this
year.

The bures are sleek and sim-
ple, uncluttered white with mini-
‘malist furnishings and bold
Asianand Fijianart.

The main lodge, airy and spa-
cious with two open-air sides,
looks out over asandy beach and
the bluest of blue water.

“It's beautiful, isn'tit?” said
guest relations manager Paul
Gonebeci, motioning me toa
plump white sofa. “Let's it fora
minute, then 1l show you
around,” he said, handingmea
listof possible activities.

“Some people don't want todo
anythingbut relax,” he added,
nodding toward a guest on the
beach, readingabook underan
umbrella. “But you might want to
see the waterfalls or the hiking
trails, so we should picka time
youlike.”

Witha free afternoon ahead,

circle on 800 grassy acres, it's
fringed by vegetable gardens and
acoconut palm grove. Fetchinga

Gonebeci a sulu( Kirt) from the
around HoneymoonIsland,at  car, he handedit to me, blushing.
the end of the bay. “Shorts are OK other places,

Following sports guide Niu
Lebaivaluintowater as clearas
glass, Thad my firstlook at the
coral damaged when Cyclone
Winston roared over Fiji, in Feb-
Tuary 2016

Clumps of newly grown coral,
yellow, beige andred, looked
healthy.

But you couldn’t miss the piles
ofdead coral ripped out by wind
and waves.

“It was a Category 5 storm, the
worst one ever,” said Lebaivalu.
“The Pacific Ocean is warmer
thanitused tobe.”

Onmylast day at Tides Reach
heinvited me to his village, Wiwi.
Adozen smallhouses builtina

but the chiefis inviting us o his
house to share a bowl of kava. It's
traditional,” he said.

Prepared, I'dalso brought kava
for the chief, a gift bought an
hour earlier at the corner mar-

t.
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two short flights it took to get
there.

Andit wasmy second visit, soT
Knew what to expect: Total priva-
¢y amongtall palms and land-
scaped gardens; Luxurious
thatchedbures that feel Fijian
butoffer the latest in luxury;
miles of clean white sand, sloping
gently out into deep water, with
ocean views to the horizon.

Less obvious but more impor-

3 tantis that Yasawa Resortis, in
Backat Tides Reach, a farewell  its own way, both western resort

dinner waited —grilled lobster  and Fijian village.

with roasted garden vegetables Blending two cultures, iten-

andagreen salad—served by the  chants i travellers

chef, who came to the table to and reminds the staff —maids,

wish me safe travels. waiters, guides, gardenersand

YasawaIsland Resort, in north-
west Fiji, seemed along way from
Taveuni Island, in the east. But it
was the last stop on my itinerary,
andone of Fiji’s top 10 luxury
retreats. That made it worth the

STEVE HAGGERTY TNS

handymen — that they aren't just
employees, but hosts.

Why does this matter? Because
Yasawa Island Resort, like most
Fijian beach resorts, occupies
leasedland, owned and con-
trolled by the local chiefand the
clan.

Awarm partnership and
shared traditions benefit both
resortand village.

1did what I always do at Yasa-
wa: Iswam, organized a beach
picnic up the coast, toured Buka-
maandvisited the famous Blue
Lagoon Caves, where you takea
deep breath, swim under water
through a narrow channel (guid-
edbyastrong, kindly Fijian man)
and pop up in a mysterious, sun-
it pool.

Andeach evening, as the sun
set over the yardarm, Ljoined my
fellow travellers— kindred spir-
itsall —atmy favourite poolside
Dar, toasting our adventure.

STEVE HAGGERTY TNS
Sun pushes away wispy clouds above Beach Bungalow No. 1at Tides
Reach Resort on Taveuni, Fiji's Gardensle.
Left: Inside- outside living at Sau Bay's bures, with front porches, air
conditioning, mini-bars and coffee makers.
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All Aboard Amazing

Seeing is believing is an understatement and on Rocky
Mountaineer that is what you experience. It is rated
among the fop 5 frains in the world by Conde Nast.

So come fo our information session on April 5,2018 and learn why
you will feel amazed. Space is limited so RSVP fo reserve a seat.

Lions Club Community Centre
Address: 471 Pearl St., Burlington, ON

Time: 7:00 - 8:
(905) 631 1700
4019 New St., Buriington

(005) 540 8747
University Plaza, 119 Osler Dr., Dundas

(905) 318 2270

920 Upper Wentworth St Hamilton

(905) 331 7331
2025 Guelph Line, Burington

Tico s sootsare

On Taveuni
Island, Tides
Reach guests
are greeted
withFiji's
signature
drink:fresh
coconut water.
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- FREE SERVICE ALL DAY

Tuesday April 24

Wwiw.yourcasinovacations.com

-1789

168 CLARENCE ST, PORT COLBORNE, ON L3K 365

- RECEIVE $10 SLOT BONUS FROM CASINO
- PRIZE DRAWS ON EVERY COACH

BOOK
FARLY!!

SERVICE HIGHLIGHTS:

« FLEXIBLE SCHEDULE FOR EXTENDED STAYS

« DAILY VISITS TO FALLSVIEW CASINO

« PLATINUM PLAYERS RIDE FREE!

« Buifet Lunch or $10 Slot Bonus Options

« FREE WIFI service on all our coaches

Featuring Multple Arrival and Departure Options

* $5 DAILY “EARLY BIRD" SPECIAL (bekor 530um) Recive $10510T BONUS)
$5 SATURDAY *NIGHT OWL” SPECIAL e pm thacene $10L0T 8ONUS)

“ VISITSTO CASINO NIAGARA WEDNESDAYS AND SUNDAYS(MD D49

$15 COST INCLUDES:

(call our office for assigned times for offers)
« Luxury Motor Coach Transportation to and from Casinos

« Professional Escorts and Courteous Drivers
Mustbe 19 yors of ageor lder 1 eter thecsio Vold gorernment sued poto
Offr
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Discover SCuba!
Class & Pool Weekends

.
»
Dolyou love to Travel?

Have you ever. wonderediwhatithe\world

underwater hasitoloffer?

FLOAT DIVE
NFLAG CENTRE

Snorkeling * Scuba Diving * Travel

caLL: 905.333.DIVE

OR REGISTER @ floatnflag.com
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