FIRESIDE GRILL

BRUNCH | LUNCH | DINNER | LOUNGE | Open 7 days a week | 4509 W. Saanich Rd, Victoria | Phe 250.479.1222 | firesidegrill.com
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Boy, 4, mauled by cougar
in Lake Cowichan area

v | Am “chewed up, but he's going to be OK," mayor says GAMES  PUCK DROP 7:gg

Ideal Dr. N

ne A four-vear-old bay was manled by a cougar “They're still in the area with their d

250,
Lake in Lake Covichan on Friday afternoon and 220.7777 s Difoods
Cowlchan  WasT al i Vancouver. =
et — « up, but he's going
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Bucerias’s laid-back lifestyle, warm otean and sandy boaches attract snowbirds from Canada,

MEXICO

Into the wonderland

Journey along unspoiled coast with quiet beaches leads to fine-dining experience

by ANNE Z. COOKE
Phates by STEVE HAGGERTY
Tribusne News. Service

SAN ELAS, Meuico

o3 your favourite
spring
10 mind when you've
feeling puckish, click.
inz thirough the chan-
nels and booking for a cooking
show? Not
‘The name “Betty Vasquez"
didn't rang oy bedl, either. But
wheen T searched the mtermst for
“Abexico Famous chels,” [ found
hier in San Blas, in the state of
Nayarit, morth of Poerto Vallarta
Later on, when Steve, my hus-
band, suggested that we spend
one af cur Puerto Vallarta vaca-
thon days driving north abong the
Riviesn Nayarit, 1 agreed, a5 borig
:nll |n¢h|d|.-d dirmer at Betty’s, in

L'nlllmeﬂ 1 hade't realized
that the border between the two
states, Jaliseoand Nayari, is just
nosth of the airport, ot the Rio
iriver) Ameco. Beyond the bar-
der you're in wonderland, on one
of Mexico's Last, unspotled tropi-
cal const=.

52l a bt off the

it'sa glo-
mum(mg:rm wﬂn!l:h.- with
dreds of eny)

Betty Vasquez, one of Mexico's famous chefs, s Based In San Blas,
about 160 kilometres north of Puerto Vallarta,

eonastling, passing miles of sandy
shores and rolling waves, thrilled
o b siseln,

elear-water sireams and man-
erove swamps thick with birds,

| mammnuils
¥ cats,

Diefving there we'd pass a
dozen little villages, from Nuevo

R
Steve, who'd done some
research, wondensd whether San
Blas, now a sheepy farm town,
wits the same port of call where,
o the lalumlun o, Spedi’s
treseure ships, n.-hn—nlnuimnlle
First madh

Vallarta and igoes 1o Ruce-
rias, Huanacastle, Punta Mita,
Sayulita, San Framcisco, Lo de
Mnrcos, Guayabitos and Chacaln,
before ever reaching San Blas,

Bt it wasn't that far, accord-
ing to Sonla, the conclerge at our
hoted, the Miraval, in Nuevo Val-
Larta, “San Blas is o three-hour
drive, bots of curves, but scenic,”
she snid.

“Tokee your toothibrush and
stay overnight. Then you'll have
time 1o stop along the way in

, Sayulitn and San Pan-
Everybody swims in the
ocean aod you can get hnch,

We beft Puerto Vallarta early
the next moming heading north
on Highvway 200, fallowing the

cho

ppit
Stopng to take on fresh water.

Later, in 1767, when Spain
decided to push her empire
north, as for s Abaska, San Blas
became an official naval port. It
was here (Int Father Junipera
Serra, h priest, snd 4
company or sobdiers eniharked,
sailing posth to build Califormia's
mrisEioms:

Our first stop, in Buceritas,
was just bong encugh 1o explore
the expansive arts and crafts
street market, on Lazaro Carde-
i Avenwe, and for a 1minute

Canadins o bathing suits, there
[or the winter sexson. stopped to

urge us fo join them. “It's mar-
vellous,™

The neXt #tojs s the Four
Seasons and e W Hotel. for a
ook ot each resort's very special
Tobiby art, inclisding paintings,
pottery and Huichol bemded fig-
ures and murals:

A few miles on we reachied
Sayulita, an art colony and one of
Mexion's listaric “magie tewns.”
With galleries. shops, cifes, cof-
e shops, cottages and sheds.
crawded onto every buildable
inch, its cobblestone Lanes were
a5 bodsterous & they were
eolourful Jotning mwols of shop-
pers, mostly Mexican vacation-
ers, we found a benchside cale
sl ordered iced tea

Eventually we reached San
Panclo — San Francisco, offi-
clally — a place 1] remember

tese Wi 53k o the central
plaza aind watched the iguaas in
@ tree, then spotted o street artist
‘who sold me a primitive p:lm!lﬂi

“My father paints afl of these,”
e sadd, showing me a half-dozen

“wiEioD
|

| i
- | e Ly
> o Byl | %=
" L3 5

o RO e
mﬂmm “He makes the
aper. oo,

Coloured flags strung
between the rooftops — a recent
trend, it sesms - led the way 1o
the Boéan and Las Palmas
Restaurmnt on the beach, whene
we st unsder an ambeells,
watched the surfers and w’dcmd
lunch. Lingering over o platter
with six kimds of taces and acou.
ple ol pins, an hour ticked away
before we nottced it By the time
we reached San Blas the sun was

mmuunl bathing the

s
thump, and 1 felt hh‘a fJI:h
grader again, traveding with my

parents.
San Blas, T could see, vmuhln'l

e

TRAVEL NOTES

Florida's theme
parks have
new altetions

ORLANDO. Flarida — Some.
Florida theme parks will
et debuting new atirac
tions this week.
ﬁm\lnl 1d. r‘lrl.mdo o

Legoland Florida in Winter
Haven |8 debuting an arex
based on The Lego Movie
andd its sequel

Bath additions 1o cen-
tral Florida’ theme park
landscape are almed at
youny fanillies.
- The ssrxiated Presy

Duteh farmers
plea: Mind
the lowers

THE HAGUE, Netherlands —
Dutch Farmers have a
message for tourists:
Please don't trample upon
our fulips.

Bulb fields close i the
Netherbands' North Sea
00t ane & major fourist
draweard each spring as
tufips, daffodils, hyacinths
and other flowers bloom
and transformm the region
Into a patclwork of
vibrant colouss that pro-
wide the backdrop for
many a holiday snap or
Inist.

3jraan past.
“The visitors, wever,

SERE
o e
ers sind the bulbi, 20 e
siggns are urging tourisis
toenjoy the view bat to
stay out of the flekls.

- the Memociated Press

Disney parks go
i smoke-free
ORLANDO, Florida — Disney
is eliminating smoking
areas o ils theme and
waker parks in California

and those entertainment
areas. Disney Springs In

| Florida and the company's

hatels also will bave smok-
ing areas,

—The Riscdfaped Fress.

bucket list.
= See DELIGHTFUL page D2

Tahitl 3

WestWorldTours

ICELAND

798504

A Complote Girclo Tour July 2019

PrewSeader com +1 604

b A AT

+ The Bloo Lagoon « Gaciar Lagoon Boat Tour |
* Glaumbr Turt House  « Skinftafell National Park |
Missum * Skogarfoss Watertal
m‘""""“ » Geldon Circlo Tour
our
= bingvell National Park
* Tadaloss Waterfall e
pyreseaies Gaysir grothereal s

* Gulffoss Watertad

For further information or to make a booking, visit your favourite Travel agent or cal
22-TOUR(B68T) www.westwoldtours.com

ictoria 250-472-TOUR(B687) Toll Free 877-
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J0IN CRUISEPLUS CO-FOUNDER DAVE FRINTON
his up 1] 1, 5!

nmﬂmmmhmmwﬁl_
‘o o o my chehuse tours! Py .
mhhmmammmﬁ-
I've picked some temendous i
that are my favorites (il the
Polytesia & East Alrica) phis o couple.
- where wefl be discovering things for i

firsttime! Further

FROM PAGE D1

Delightful boat tour caps
dinner from first-rate chef

But stmplicity is its charm. 1f
yourve seen Allonso Cuaron's
film Roma, a story of ordinary
people coping with ifie in Mexico
I thee 19708, you'll kiow what 1
e,

As we pulled o the gas sto-
tlon, the attendant, a tall guy in
cowhay boots, ambled over fo
man the pummp,

“II you want to taste real
DNaynrit cooling.” Ise said, spot-
ting the tourist map on the dash-
baard, “try the Hotel Garz
Cameln, that way,” he sxid, potnt-
|||v.1mnm the coean. “Thery have

restaurant?” He wasn't sure.
Heading for the hotel, we booked
# poom for the niglt, and asked
about the restaurant, the EI
Dedfin

“I's right there, across th
petin,” Foosa, behdnid the desk,
said a5 she pointed the way,

Stepping outside, | realized
that we were behind a wall in

o H you would W to chat about them personially - please feel fres.
mdlmmmmmumnwﬂrmmiwu
together!

Mz&mlﬂ mecruhns | Star Pride
EYAa 0TI S WORK 1TV o 17-HGHT CRLIE PACKAGE

Sep 24, 2019 | Silversea Cruises | Sitver Cloud
QUEBES CITY T FORT LAUCERDALE » 17-KGHT CRUISE PADAGE

Nov 20, 2019 | Windstor Cruises | Wind Spirit

dal-styde leaciends, with
Leaty trees shading 2 spacious-
patio and parden with several
other baikiings and & swinnming

po?-thtr father loved those troes”

weediing and wakring: Come in,
I'm Betty,”

Marco and his dad make a

imitive paintings for
S0 LS. on the streets of San
Franciseo.

slsaring o taste of baked pork
loim, with a fruit-and-chipotie
sauce. “Is yours the curried
shrimp:” be asked. “Am | tasting
coconut milk:"

We

the town and ocesn view. See the
big white rock. The Hulchol peo-
e call i Tatet Haramara, the sea

5. Walk through the old
church, La Nuesira Senoea del
Tosarso, near the fort. Swim
Las Lslitas beach, on Matanchen,
o't ks
uralist-
Santiago
River estuary in La Tovara
National Park.

“You know,” she sald, paissing
o think, “Why don't I show you
around? 1'm going ot of town,
It ['m free in the moring.
We're filming thw next season of
AasserCher Mexico and 1 have to
be there. I'm one of the shows
three Jdges.”

After our tour with Betty, we
Took the gulded boat ride through
La Tovara's estuary, with natural-
dst Franeisco Gareda. Gliding

[rom shadowy mangroves to sun-
At freshwater pooks, sewng rare
birds Anl SEralge ees, wis won-
derful and enchanting.

Bty was right. Thie boat ride
was alimost &5 memorable 2 dis-
ner af the E1 Dedfin. And as
always, e Dest Sdventure Was
the cne 1 didn't plamn.

THE NITTY GRITTY

Toueing he Riviera Nayarit: Go ta

1 was so thiilled tomeet her
that 1 grinned like an idiot, but

EOUNDTRR PAPEETE » L2-NGHT CRURSE RACKACE sy shook he
: leased

Jar 1, 2020 | Windstar Crifces | Star Pride e AT :

UL TO PUGRTD CALDERA s $0-NIGHT CRIEE BRCXAGE Jmﬁ“&m:&:@ b
s glad you're shie said,

Feb 1, mimmw|hms‘nnm&hd sheowing us to.a tabile,

EOURETER MARCH - | LAND TOUS “Hliat do-you think? | asked
Steve, after =he'd dannied an

Feb 18, 2020 | Tourcan Vacations | South Africa & Zimbakrwe apron and disappeaned into the

CAPETOMWN TO AOHANNESERG » 45 NIGHT LENE TOLR Kitehen. “Warth two stars?*

'.I\A'\'n!!f‘ Nw'wvwﬂl

pared o

1-800-854-9664

= CruisePlus

TRAVEL & TOURS

CruizePhus.ca

MYSTICAL INCAN EMPIRES!

ris Exclusive Negotiated Rates!

8
S e
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[iid fa

Vancouver to San Diego . -

8624, 2008 1 ms Amsterdam i, B

» 34-night cruise from Vancouver 3

» Enjoy an overnight onboard in the
capital of Peru, Lima!

» Rehurm San Diego to Victoria airfare

» $250 IS0 per person onboard credit
 Discover Coastal Caliornia, Mevica,
Panama, Ecuador, Peru, Costa ica,
Nitaragua, and Guatemala!

$4899
taxes inchyded

-'?=5‘
CruisePlus
TRAVEL & TOURS

of Puerto Vallarta,

men when she retarned with
colfee, and since it was enrly and
the restaurant was still empry,
she sat down o talk.

Cordon
Bew, bt this bs cur family bome.
My roots are here. Da you have
thmie b0 four around’ Thire's a lot

o sen”
lmunl i aid pen.

Fotel Garza Canels, vgarracanels com:

16me or suftes for U b six,

5275 US.

Emtrées at £ Delfin restaurant:

10525 U8

Deiving from Puerto Vallarta: Natiomal

ey 200 Mosth 15 sns b0 Tegi, then

S1ae 16 80 Zacuaipan and San Blx.

From Puerta Vallarta: 156 km, thees

s by car

From Mazathan: 727 ke

Froum Guadalajiea: 261 ki, thive bours
car

Hawaii’s hotels quietest since 2009

HONGLULY — Hawaid's hotel
imddustry has reported February
was s worst performance
month in ahoul  decade
The Horaliuln
roperted this week tha
Havwndi Tourism m-nml) mm
pseal roen the

15,
O hospitality consultant sakl

1 dro in occupancy 15 a ey
wover Irom fast year's volcanic
eruption on Hawadi iland and
severe weather vents,

The report said statewide acen-

ey Fedl nesirty three percentige
points to 834 per cont from Febna-

ary 2008 andd revenue decrensid
nesrly =i per cent from a year
gt 360 million U8,

The report sald the average |
daily oo rite dipped mare than |
one per cent b $290 und revenoe
per avpdlable room declined more |
Than four per cont fo

The neswspape v s the last
time Hawail's hotels reported
similar per formance bevels wis

gt 208,

= The Assockated Fress





