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YOU DIDN'T INVITE

The city's rat problem is getting

worse.

But what's being done

to solve it? INSIGHT
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STONEWALL 50 YEARS ON

New: York City marks a half century since
the LGBTQ mavement-defining riots, Té

Finding Fiji(and each other) MATAMAN(

on one

ANNE Z. COOKE

AND STEVE HAGGERTY
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE
MATAMANOA, Fll—"You're up
Dillon, joining us at the bre: le
at Matamanaa Tsland Resort, in Tji, pil-
ing his wet suit and swim fins on the
chair where weld be sure to see them.

“Did Dad tell you? Blue sky, no wind, a
perfect day for a shark dive?”

He paused, waiting for an answer. “T
guessed it Ocean’s rzor,
said, grinning “You don't mind
beingalone, do you?’

We were glad he cared. But no, we
could never be lonely on Matamanca

inthe central South Pa
company, the resorts’ ather guests were
on hand, not to mention our family,
three generations of us on vacation to-

gether,
And there was the island to explore, a
cifichidenway, A

poster-perfect South Py
limestone cone sti
sean, it was an e
from birds and mh. to an explosion of
bright flowers and cragey shade trees.

Walking barefoot along the shore, on
the powdery soft sand, you'd see erabs
digging holes, fish in the shallows, and a
hoard of o-tumbled sea shells and
coral, washed up from deeper water.

Did we feel left behind, now that the
lkids were growing up? For a nanosec-
ond. maybe.

But in truth, it was nice to be alone, no
Tonger in charge of organizing these an-
nual family trips, or planning the days,
W could swim, climb to the summit. or
reard under an umbrella, as the moment

ictated.

Our first family trip, more than a de-
cade ago, was a last-minute idea,
patched together on a whim. But ad-
venturing together proved such a re-
warding way to stay connected that it
gradunlly became a trudlition,

When the kids were toddlers, in St.
Tuecia, we built sand castles together
while their parents slipped away for a
sunset cruise: In Toronto, we. played
Marce Polo in the pool, while the moms
and dads enjoyed a candlelit dinner.

Six years later, we climbed the pyra
‘mids together, at Teotihuacan, in Mex-
ieo. But Dillon, now 20, was long past
m.\lnngsmdcasﬂcs

Like his cousins, he wanted to ski the
noguls, fish in Alaska and climb Colora-
do’s “fourteeners.”

‘While he studied the menu, we stepped
outside, bending an- ear for the chirps
and twitters overhead, and catching our
‘breath as the sun peeked over the hori-
zon. Sendinggold and amber rays across
the water. it illuminated each nearby
island, oneafter another.

FUI continged on T7

A poster-perfect South Pacific island hideaway, a limestone cone sticking up out of the sea

Top: West-facing deck chairs, near the paol, are designed for
sunset viewing at Sheraton Tokoriki Island Resort in Fiji.

Bottom: There's no charge for sit-on-top kayaks, sailboats and
paddie boards at Castaway Isiand Resort. :
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Walking
barefoot

along
the shore

FUl from T7

Castaway Iskund Resort, our
all-time family favourite, had
space for three nights But we'd
never been to Matamanoa or to
the Sheraton Tokoriki, which
did have space. We decided to
take a chance.

The Fiji Airways overnight
Might, L hours from LAX to Na-
di. is painless. You have time to ©
read, eat, watch a movie and
then get a good might's sleep.
Departing shortly before mid-
night. it landsat 5 am. thenext
morning, but two days later on
the calendar: you've crossed the
International Dateline.

Hailing a couple of cabs, we
headed for Denarau and the
South Seas Ferry dock, where
we bought tickets and ate
breakfast while waiting to
board the ferry. Once on board,
we hustled up to the top and
found seats, the best place for
views of the Mamanueas’s
green islands and the worlds
most beautiful peacock-blue
waler.

After an hour out and hun-
dreds of selfies, son Paul, carry-
ing his out-of-date Pudi diving
certificate, spoke up.

“You won't mind, will you, if
we godiving?” he said. “1l have
to take a refresher course. And
if Dillon wants to finish the
course, we'll be diving every

Sun and coral reefs: a diver's dream 2t Castaway Island Resort.

staway. Climbing
ndwe were thrilled

the island we would have writ-
check. Our son, mean-
made 2 beeline for the
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STEVE HAGGERTY PHOTOS.
Soft sand, slow swells and a gradual slope to deep water make a perfect children’s beach at Castaway Island Resort.

(for the 30th time, at least) Lo
see that the staff was waiting,
sathered b Isa Led, the Fiji-
an welcome song, We melted
with joy. If they'd tried to sell us

day,

But you couldn’t find a better
place todoit. Lookat this water,
the visibility, it's like glass! And
its so calml”

Two hours later the ferry

shop, 20 feet away on the 2
beach.

Baby-minder Kelera Ratudoi has the perfect job at Castaway

Fll continued an T9 Island Resort. °| love these kids," she says.
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ASouth Sea ferry docks offshore, bringing you to Sheratan Tokariki Island Resort.

Crabs digging
holes, fish
in the shallows

Fisl from T8

Thatevening when wegathered forour
first candlelit dinner in Castaway's in-
viting, newly designed restaurant, over-
kx:kmgrhr-hluc-mm Dillen, beam-
ing with anticipation, announced that
I sigmed up for the dive course. If
they were happy, we were happy.

W weren't sune what we'd find at Ma-
tamanoa, next on our itinerary, but it
proved as marvellous as Castawasy, just
different. Catering to guests ages 16 and
older, people who come every year, Ma-
tamanoa reminded us of a private club,
where everyone knows everyone else
and we'd been inwited to join.

The cocktail hour began on ti
was followed by a single dinner seating,
with everyone served at once. The
oceanview “villas™ were inviting, and the
clegant new hilltop suites wese the latest
in comfort, privacy and spectacular
views. Meanmwhile, Dillon and the cous-

sheaded straight for the dive shop, for
the next round of lessons.
tisland resort, the Sheraton To-
koriki, surprised us. We'd expected a ho-
tel, but relieved to find along low mod-
e building with an office, gift shop,
several dining rooms and a beautiful
poal, all overlooking a long beach. The
bures, some with plunge podls, formed a

Bartender Sai Ratudradra mixes a
Bahama Mama at Matamanoa.

small village. The property, swept clean
in 2016 by Cyclone Winston, looked
bare, and recently planted bushes and

and trees were still small. But the dining

areas were open all day and the pool
deck, Tooking over the ocean, was our
‘meeting place after the dive boat — and
the divers — returned.

On our last day, sad to be leaving, we
went for one last ocenn swim, walking
outtoasandyspotwhere everyone hung
o, splashing and bobbing about, wal-
lowingin that deliciots warm water, like
aglant bathtub. For an hour we bobbed
up and down, talking remembering
each day what we'd seen and laughing
over the funny things we'd done.

When we close our eves right now, we.
canfeel ita

Travel Now. Pay Later. 12 Monthly Payments
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Cruise Packages
Including Air from Toronto & Taxes

slern Caribbean

BDays | Jan 11- 18,2020 | Roundtrip Pt Lauderdale
Halt Wbzon Cay » Grasd Turk + Amber Gove

Package Includes: Roundirp al,
6 night crutse, 1 night 4+ hotel Sunnylsles

BONS $50USD S

51,401

rom $125/ mih

BONUS 575 USD SBE"

$1,617

from $144/ it

Southern Caribbean
110ays | Jan9 - 19,2020 | Roundirip Msam|
Lahades » Andba » Banaire  Curacan

Faskays includes; Foundiii a1,
9 nighteruise, 1 algit4* hote Ml

1,722
[
from $152/ mih

1,872
e

Mexican Riviera
10Days | Now28 - Dec 7,2019 | Roundirip San Diego
(Cabo San Lusas + Mazatian + Puerd Vallarta

Package includes: Roundtrip ait.
7 night cruise, 2 nigits 4° hote] San Diege

$1,851

from S165./

2,164
Bsiesry Statzrem
from $193 / mth

Alaska

10 Days | Sept 17 - 26,2018 | Roundrip Vancouver
ey Strait » Blacier Bay + Sitka + Skagway

Juneas = Kelchikan

BONE $50 LS 630"

$1,978

nsids Statemar

'BONGE 575 U5 835"

$2,536

Baosny Staterocm

Transatlantic
17 Days | Nowv 20 - Dec 6, ?ﬂll | Barcelona to Miami

14 night cruiss, 1 night 4° hatel Barcslona

$2,152
t-:ﬂ!!’:h

Other itineraries and dates available!

Call 1-877-230-

747

www.tripcentral.ca

EOMJS $50 50 S50

52,286

ccn View Stritoam
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We manage the details so



