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A safari lodge is a thousand
times better than any zoo.
You — not the animals —
are the ones in the cage

ANNE Z. COOKE
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

MFUWE ZAMBIA—Alex Stewart,
ing on the steps of Bili-

i
mungwe Lodge, deep in the
Zambian bush, likes nothing

better than surprising first-
time visitors Lo this wildermness
outpost with an introduction to
the next-door neighbours.
“Come in, come in, you're just
in time,” she urges, a twinkle in
her ¢y, leading me to the
deck of the lodge, one of six
Bushcamp Company lodges in
the soulh Luangwa National
Park. When she points to the
ackyard water hole, 1 getit
There they are, two femaly
ephants and a baby, splashing
cach other, cooling off on this
IMDUJD‘)[III(I\’

Stewart, beaming as the little
quy rolls over and over in a
bathtub-shaped hole, smacking
the water with his tunk and
feet, the very image of a four-
year-old let loose in a wading

Stewart, as a hefty hippopota-

musrisesupin r, blinks
at the commaotion and sinks
back down. “He walks over

from the Luangwa River to get
away from the other males”she
says, tossing back her h
thick white mane, “He likes it
here, where he’s top dog.™”

After 26 hours and three
fights from California to Zam.
bix, in southern Africa, with a
three-hour drive from Bush-
camps Mfuwe Lodge to Bili-
mungwe, 1 was dragging. But
not forlong.

1d forgotten how it feels on
your first day in thebush Fxhil-
arated and wide-eyed, Over the
mwon. And then, sobering up.
eager but cautious. A safari
lodge isa thousand times better
than any 200, but you — not the
animals — are the ones in the
eage.

“You rieed tobe aware, tolook
around you, and especially, nev-
er go out at night without an
escort,” says Busheamp manag
er Amy Alderman. The safe way
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Flapping ears tells us to back off and give this guy space at the South Luangwa National Park

off-road vehicle, which the big
cats ignore.

When your tracker climbs up
on the fender and your guide
s, Lhe adventure be-

plunh hippo:
and the “Lesse

and genets.

‘Whythistrip, our fourth to the
region? Steve, my husband,
showed mea South African Air-
ways ticket sale onling, and 1
said it was too good o pass up.
Andwe had aplan,

Fly from Washington, DC, to
Johanneshurg, then north to
Lusaka and Mfuwe, transfer to
Mfuwe Lodge, then to Bili-

du. Next, flysouth to Livingston
for 4 couple of days at th
lands of Siankaba, the rivers
resort in the Zambezi River,
Finally, a fight to Skukuza in

South Africa, for a visit to Earth
Lodge and Bush Lodge, in the
160000 acre Sabi Sabi Private
Game Reserve, on theborder of
Kruger National Park.

pool.
“And that’s Harry.' adds to w

vatch lions is from an

nos wild dogs, crocodiles. civets

mungwe and later to Chamilan-  ZAMBIA continued on TIO
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Tent camping in Zambia can be cheap and fun

ZAMBIA from T1

une-loclse destina
cin alilie,
nye and Clamilndy

Sixteen day, fi
tions, and nonc of ¢
1 picked mumm

off the grid. ¥ (]I rustic cubins, six to
eight guests, friendly staff. first-clas
guides and adedication to wildlife pres-
envation, they sounded perfect.

Built of logs, planks, reeds and thatch-
ing the cobins were a work of art. And
with striped pillows, African colours,
Aush toilet. running wat cens anda
single solar-powered night light, I felt
'l home. But the lodyes weren't

nulu(m \uukmlum wwater hole:
andu had

ervec by the river,
leck by
« msd..;m sharing wine and hashing
overthe day
“Thelonsthat killed und ate he bufflo,
the bush babies in the Mahogny tree
sl the discovery — to our mutual as
tonishment — that our fellow gaests,
couphs from England, live next door to
my English cousi

o theaward-
sy st el oved
tracker. was hoth tireless and profes-
sivmil “Did you heaur that?" he asked.
“Ifs an Eagle Owl. He's on that tree
branch, there, no, to the left. And over

. the grass is movingbut there's no
wind tonight. Do you see the leopard?”
We bonded when T told him I drive a
48-vearald carwithadented fender, and
disbelicving, he cracked w smile, then
broke down laughing “Na. you don't
really, do you? That's too funny,”he said,
shaking his head, chortling just as we
spotted a pairof hyenas.

mighty Zambezi. where the river is wide
and shallow. Spectacular views from the.
Todge take it all in, from the toees in the
foreground to Zimbabwe, on the rivers
farside.

The patio, with tables, flower beds and
a fountain, was the gathering place. Our
bedroom, one of seven tented cabins
connected by swinging bridges, clung to

>IF YOU GO

Making plans
Thare ara no African safaris that you

red by students
and young couples, are cheap and fun:
High-priced lodges rost more becatse
they offer more, lrom personal airport
transfers to private cabins, comlort
able hads, meals, baverages, game
deives, off site tours and even |a| iy
service

How to get there

For South African Airways’ routes,
flight times and speciai offers see
ysaacom. Visas to enter Zam-
bia ara sold at the Lusaka Airpart; the
$65-visa is slig
but provides

Satconahd tha b
ankabanet. These and
similar safari ledge websites provida
photos, maps and descriplions of
Iodging, meals, wildlife, game drives
and climate. All-inclusive safari [odge
rates per person, per night, range
fram $750 to $1.300 or more.

the bank above the highwater mark.

Sleeping late we relaxed, swam in the
pool, ook a sunset cruise, joined an off-
island picnic and got into a mokoro (ca

Expert Irackers Lazarus and Louis find gold: a pride of lians sleeping off dinner
near Earth Camp Lodge, Sabi Sabi Private Game Reserve, South Africa,

L Dl [PPREEEER
The Liberation of Holland
75th Anniversary Tours / Spring 2020)

[Join us for the 75th Anniversary, as we give our thanks and
remembrance to the Canadian veterans who liberated

dock, Dinner times were especially
husy: the restaurant has a local follow-

ing.

‘With Mosi-oa-Tunya National Park
next door, game drives were available.
But we passed them up to spend @ day
with a young, college-educated Zambi-
ancouple.

Comparing cultures, we played
“straight man-funny man,” tradingjests
about housing prices, the cost of gas,
favourite vegelables, names for babies,
strange wedding ceremonies and the
number of cows it takes tobuyabride.

ZAMBIA continued on TN
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STEVE HAGGERTY
Bilimungwe manager Alex Steward has a surprise for her guests: the cvening

with the Chinden Hills behind

Anisland in the mighty Zambezi

ZAMBIA 1o TIO

T r Noah. the comedian and @
South African native, would bowe Gt
right

We: ~|wn' ourl
at two very diffe
starkly minimalist Lmﬂx Laxlge ami its
partner, Bush Camp, a family-friendly
resort, both in the Sabi Sabi Private
Game Reserve,

Despite a day lost to rain, we didn't
miss a drive, bouncing over the hills in
comfortable vehicles, with rain gear on
board and miles of new territory o ex-
plore. When our guide and tracker, Laz-
arus Mahore and Louis Mkamsi, spotted
pew prints in the dirt, they drove over
every hush until they found the lions,
asleepinthe

But the ladges themselves couldn't
have been more different. Clmnn.lum{
the Neanderthals, Lod,

Ty suites were caves, richly

dugouts in the of a hill, invisible
from the top or sides. We sat in our
phinge pool outside the front windows
and watehed the impala graze in com-
plete privacy.

The lounges, tidy seck gaudens, weath-
ered Uew tunks, bar wine eelku and
dining room echoed the motif, fresh and
inwiting but spurtan. Even the dinner
guests fit the mould, eating at the next
table, adone and in silence.

[ncontrast, Bush Camp, with
suites, popped withenengy, Gane drive
mattered, but as part nn he larger expe-
rience. The high school kids in short-
shorts, celebrating rthday, said it
be First person to see a rhinogets the.

prize
The food, served buffet style on a half-
dozen tables heaped high, ran from
meats, fish and pasta to salads, fruit,
vegetables, breads and cookies, while
the guests, ng wherever there was
space, mingled and exchanged names,
You could leave your kids in the Chil-
dren's Center, tour Huntington Village
or visit two nearby schools, both sup-
ported by the game lodges. Or you could
meet villageelde biya,a Shan-
gaan shaman. Invited umlm rondavel,
I sat down, crossed my legs, she rolled
the knucklebones and then she spoke,
the words Td hoped to W will
meet again some e,

Holland from the Second Warld War.
include: I
* May 3rd: A day at Keukenhof Gardens

nadian Miitary Cemetery in Holien
beration Parade in Wageningen
ictory in Europe Day (VE Day)

« May 9th: Apeldoorn Thank You Canada®

s R S
FallToue: Normandy to Hollor 50 p.pftwin
14 nights, April 26th to May mn 2020
Core Tour: Holland only

& nights, May 2nd 1o 10th, 2020
Optional Extenzion: The Road to Barkin $2,930 p.p./twin

Labormsion 76

43,630 p.p.Jrwin

t our W(-‘bslt!—‘ or request brochure.
www.dhgrouptours.com 1-888-597-3519
905-639-9954

dhtour@dhtour.ca
TICO # 50012763
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13 Days Ancient China Capital
withTerracotta Warrior

Departs: Oct/2019 - May/2020

15 Days Dream of China with

Yangize River Cruise
Departs: Oct/2019 - May/2020

Limited 10 seats per departure date
AIRFARE, BULLET TRAIN TICKET, YANGTZE RIVER*

LUXURY CRUISE & TAXES AL INCLUDED
www.wechinavacation.com
TOLL FREE: 1-844-678-9266 | 905-604-7551

3621 HWY T East, Suite 502, Markham, ON L
Hours: Monday-Friday 10:00-18:3:




