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Elk Lake condo tower
clears public hearing
despite locals’ concerns
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A controversial condominium
development rising 11 storeys
on the edge of Elk/Beaver Lake

Regional Park has cleared a pub.

i hearing with the support of
Saanich couneil.

Councillors approved devel-
opment variance permits for

the angular 1.3-hectare property

along Elk Lake Drive after a
two-day public hearing, where

the proposed development drew

both eriticism — for its height
and proximity to the regional
park — and support, for its
design and the need for density
and housing options for the
growing municipality.

Mike Geric Construction Ltd
is proposing two buildings on
the Dorel Forest Park site, start-
ing at 11 storeys and “terracing
down” to a five-storey structure
heside hbouring ap.
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Council ultimately decided
the way to prevent more urban
sprawl and provide new housing
options was to build higher, vol-
ing 7-2 1o move the project to g
final reading.

The only hurdles that remain
include an ag with

and o

The project would contain
a total of 242 condos, includ-
ing 43 that would be secured in
perpetuity as “affordable” and
sold at 15 per cent below the
appraised value,

the devel on iti

and environmental features

and other technical issues,

as well as o contract with the

Capital Regional District on the

affordable-housing component.
Judy Brownoff and Nathalic

citing

The Royal Oak development,
on the edge of the municipality’s
urhan containment boundary,
will be a landmark along the
Pat Bay Highway as one of the
tallest buildings in Saanich,
although bufldings in the
Uptown area could eventually go
as high as 18 to 22 storeys.

Coun, Colin Plant said
the deciston wasn't easy,
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New vaccine advice
gets mixed reaction
from AstraZeneca
double-dosers

Alison Malis is not a second-
guesser. “IF I make a decision
|hn:'s Just the way it is." she

That ) uhy the 61.year-ald
Langford woman has no regrets
about receiving her second
dose of the Oxford-AstraZeneca
COVID-19 vaccine on June 12,

Malis had a choice — to
receive a second dose of
Astrafeneca at a Save-On-

Foods pharmacy or make an
appointment for a second dose
of an mRNA vaccine such as
Pfi ¥Tech or Moderna at a
provincial clinic,

Malis went ahead with her
scheduled second dose of Astra-
Zeneca — as did Premier John
Horgan, who tweeted about it

“There’s nothing wrong with
AstraZeneea,” Mali

“I have no
I have Bssues wi
ment and their ham-handed way
of handling this. They've made
people think there's something
wrong with the vaccine. Bat
there isn't

“Twenty-five mllhun British
people can’t be wrong

Un Thursday, the ‘\lnlmnnl
Advisory Committee on Immu-
nizotion said an mRNA vaccine
iz the “preferred” choice for a
second dose for A

and because of the low but
serioys risk of vaccine-induced
blood clots associated with
AstraZeneca.

“People who received
two doses of AsiraZenecal
COVISHIELD vaccine can
rest assured that the vaccine
provides good protection
apainst infection and very
good protection against severe
disease and hospitalization,”
NACT's nibvice snys.

The committee also updated
its previous recommendation
that peaple at high risk of
exposure to, or serious illness
COVIEY, could opt to get

straencen rather than wait for
Pfizer or Moderna. Now NACI
says everyone should always get
the mRNA vaccines first, unless
they are allergic to them.

However, officials in Quebec
and British Columbia didn't
move to follow NACEs advice,
instead saying residents can
still make s personal cholce for
either a mixed schedule or two
doses of AstraZeneca.

"The very real-world
evidence shows us we have
good protection across the
board with both vaccines in our
community,” said provincial
health officer Dr. Bonnie Henry.

As of June 5, 2.1 million
Canadians had received one
dose of Astraeneca, and 15,
had received two doses, Ther
are no further shlpmeu(s af

hednled: bun

recipients.

The new recommendation is
drawing mixed reaction from
those who've alresdy received
two jabs of AstraZeneca.

“When I got my second shot,
I thought: *I"'m set. This is good '
But it’s sort of disappointing to
hear the news last night that it's
better to get Plizer or Moderna,”
=aid Victoria resident Adrian
Chamberlain, who writes about
theatre for the Times Colonist.

w you think: “Well T guess
it's OK'... We're not upset. We're
Just surprised.”

Chamberlain said he is
worried that the U, ‘3‘ might not

Ize the A zhot.

is split on the issue. “T live in
Royal Oak and I've watched
[the site] sit undeveloped for
years. There is a dire housing
shortage, and an acure shortage
in Saanich Density will help
lessen the demand and [contain]
more urban sprawl.”™
Residents of two Royal
Ook community associations
expressed concerns about
the development’s heighr and
potential impact on the park, as
well as nois¢ and traffic
Council heard dozens of
speakers and received h

He and hiz wife Penny were
thinking of going to Hawaii
in January. “Maybe this is not
#oing to be good for that,” he
said,

Lynne Williams told the
Tinees Colonist that she and her
husband, who both got two doses
of Astradencea, are feeling let
dhown by the news.

“We would have waited if it
was safer, but we have been told
to get the firat vaccine that came
along and we did,” she said,

The committee's guidance is
based on the i supply

af emails during the public
hearing.

See PROJECT, page A2

of mRNA vaceines, growing
evidence that a second dose of
an mRNA vaccine produces

a stronger immune response,

there are still about half a mil-
lion doses of it in the provinces.
“A lot of peaple who had
been booked to receive their
second vaceine just cancelled,”
saild Tara Jones, a pharmacy
technician at the Medicine
Shoppe on Fort Strect, “We still
had people coming in todoy, but
we've been slowed down. There's
still a few that want jr.”
Fewer people are coming i
for first and second doses, sal
Caleb D Hoog, an assistant at
the Cridge Pharmacy on Fort

Street.

“The uptake is a litthe slower
than the first time around for
first doses and when we first got
the second doses. We are
getting some people coming to
get their second dose, just a lot
leas than it was inftially,” sakd
De Hoog, “And there have been
a couple of cancellations.™

The Medicine Shoppe has
45 remaining doses, the Cridge
Pharmacy abaut 100

Mike Farnworih, B.C.'s
minister of public safety, said he
got his second AstraZeneca dose
last week and would do the same
if it was availoble this week.

He said his message to other
British Columblans whe have
recelved two doses is the same:
“Dan't worry, you're fully
vaceinated.”
Idicksonditimescolonist com
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Iieullﬂ.l passengers lean out bclween r.he cars m«mm another hairpin turn in the Susitna River
STEVE HAGGERTY.

Gorge, near Hurris

Rollin’ on the rails: Your
ticket to Alaska’s grandeur

ANNE Z COOKE
Tribwne Nesws Senvice

ANCHORAGE. Alasks

hen book club

member Mary

Nelson, respon-

sible for plan-

ning the club’s
annual fundraiser, told the group
she planned 1o donate a pair of
Alaska Railroad tickets 1o the
et awction, she got a surprise
Cruises are more popular,
especially Alasks cruises,” anid
o voice from the back.

s I! 5 Iunc to explore the rest of
Alaska

S0 uhen COVID 19 ravel
restrictions permit, climb aboard,
look out the window and step into
nature’s paint bes. Ahead lie thick
Forests and wind-blown lakes,
snow-capped peaks, rushing riv-
ers el necn-green marshes. Look
to the west and the Alaska Range
appears, swathed in ice, 20,320
oot Denali Pealk standing above
the rest

You could rent 4 car and
drive. Some highways do follow
the railroad tracks. But the train
s & poy, where you sink into
comlortable seats to gaze oul the
windows, watch the clouds float
by and let someone else drive,

Adventure Class tickets
— popular with Families and

residents — offer standard com.
forts: spacious sens, the free-
dom to walk through the cars,
use of the Vista Dome car and 4

dinner and & drink in the pr ate
dining car, plush forward-facing
seats, sutdoor viewing platforms
and glass domes. Seniors 65 and
older and children ages 2-11 pay
half-fave. And some cars have
onboard guides

Your pext question is which
train and route. The railroad has
twe main routes, both depart-
ing from Anchorage, Alaska’s
torgest city. If you have a free
day, the Coastal Classic, 200
kilometres long, is an

Seward and stays long enough
for passengers to take a tour
or reconnoiter the town before
departure, at 6 pm.

I o have more time, two or
three nights or more, the Dennli
Star train, on a S00-km route,
heads north, stops at Denali
National Park and continues on to
Fairbanks, gatewny to the Aretic.

Why iz the Coastal Classic spe-
cinl? The route, winding through

the Chisgach Mational Forest,

wes vated by Natioeal Geographic
Traveler mmong the five most
spectacular ral trips in the U5
The scenery, visible only from the
train, showcnses the petinsula’s
miountaing and the Sargent loe
Field at the summit, 80 km north
to south, of deep, ancient glacial
e, Dividing the pesinsula from
Prince Willinm Sound, 1o the east.
it's the source of rivers, sireams
and lakes.

The trip ends i Seward, the
peninsula‘s oldest town, settled
during the 1896 Alaska gold
rush, where you can fish for
halibut, visit the Chumash Herit-
age Musewm or tour the Seal-
ife Center, a zoo, museum and
marineJife laboratory in one.

But for most travellers, the
goal is o three- or six-hour wild-
life cruise on Resurrection Bay,
i the Kenal Fjords National
Park. On an ordinary day you're
likely to see whales, a couple of
orcas, ofters perhaps, porpoises,
sen Lions.

y you'll see all of

water or sunning o
Bald eagles perch in troes and
nuklets and puffins nest in rocky.

Denal

bring a warm, windproof coat
and miotion sickness pills.

And now there's a new, short
trp eloser o Anchorage, the
Glacier Discovery tour, taking
passengers to five formerly
hard-to-include destinntions.

Why rake the Alasks Railroad's
other major route, the Denali
Star? Because it goes o Denali
National Pack, 6 million acres,
all uns wilderness, one of
the last of its kind, If you're even
chose, you shouldn™ miss it.

Book a room in one of the
hotels or lodges near the
entrance and sign up for one of
the many guided bus tours that
explore the park. the Tundra

derness Tour, or the Eielson Visi-

tovs Center Tour, for instance.
The park has only one road, for
tour and transit buses cnly,

Depending on the day, the
Dienali Star makes short stops
I Wasilla, near Anchorage, or
n Talkeeta. It may even make a
whistle stog if the enginesr sees
someons standing by the tracks
waiting fo board. [t's a reminder
that Alaska's raiload is part of
the state’s public transportation,
a vital service for backeountry
vesudents who need a doctor or
groceries.

After the Denali Star stops at
the Denali Park station it heads
north to Fairbanks, famous for
bee sculptures, the Northern
Lights and the University of
Alaska, Call early for the Fair-
hanks “City Highlights" tour,
then fallow the map 1o Pioneer
Park and to the University for n
loak at the campus.

Next spemd an hour absorbing
he first-class collection at the
Muscum of the North, then head
to Fountatnbead Antique Auto
Museum or the Iee Musewm,
most likely the only one in the
countey. If time allows, go to
Chenn Hot Springs where you
can rent a snow maching for a
slippery slosh through miles of
anow drifts, and o long hot soak
afterward.

O the train again, refurning
1o Anchorage, take another look
at the Alaska state map, the one
you brought with you. Southeen-
tral Alasks, what you've seen
from the dome car and those big
square windows, seemed

less.

Are there any other railronds
in Alaska? Yes, in Skagway on
Alaska's southeast const, The
White Pass & Yukon Rallread,
built in 1898 during the Gold
Rush years, is now a tow
mtraction, owned by Carnival
Craises, which keeps its naprow.
gauge steam engines busy haul-
g cruise possengers up the
mauntan,

Peer out as the train fol-
lows the historic Klondike Trail

uphill, weaving around cliffs and

crossing deep gorges, and think
of the countless men and horses
that struggled and died here,
trying to reach the gold Jﬁlllb.
The rrip, literally &
is sensational,
_ Bul there's a hiteh, You

7= =
the highest mountain peak in North America, with a summit |
elevation of 20,310 feet above sea level.

STEVE HAGGERTY, COLORWORLD VIA THS

#). MILE ZERO TOURS

Limited small
e
Early!
July 21 £3299
Aug B 56499

mmar & Fall 2021
Discovaring Vancouver island
Yuken & NWT
- Beyond the Arctic Circle
Haida Gwaii & Inside Passage
Discover Newfeundland
Fraser Gold Guest
Autumn in Guebec & Ontario
Okanagan Grape Escape
Enchanted ireland

& Days
12 Days
9 Days
12 Days
8 Days
10 Days
5 Days
13 Days

Aug 0 &23
Sept 13
Sept 15
Sopt 26
Oet?

Qct 9

54299
$4999
$2999
54399
$1999
£5799
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19 NIGHT CIRCLE HAWAII
Ap | Keningsdiam hadties Visnc o

= 1night in o 4% Vancouver hotel jor $H00 US pp OBC)

T

=18 night cruize in 3 bakony stateroom
= $50 U5 por persen onbaad credit
« Tavaes frefundabie deposit fare)

g0 to Skagway, and you can’t
2o to Skagway except by ship.
This tiny coastal town is one of
Alaska's land-locked villages, &
place with no direct way in o
dut, Unless, of course, you take
the book club'’s advice and book
that cruise.

1-800-854-9664

These cruises are |][II][(II'I§ extremely well - don’t miss out!

Al pricing b CAT aoe e s Leneniisd ented bkl inceathed- phess eallior detit

o 3.

Haye LAl

19 Nt !loundmp Vancouver | l(onmgsdam | Apr 9, 2022
Inchsdes: $50 Lspﬁ oniboasd credit & 1 might 4% hoted in Vancowver {or additional S100 US pp
OB if hotel

51 Nt Vancouver to San Diego | Zuiderdam | Sep 27, 2022
Inchades: 400 us:.wigoadm& 1 night 4% hotal in Vancoower (or additional $100 US pp
onboard credit if hotel IS not nwgulsd)

Panama Ca

25 Nt Ft Lauderdale to Vancouver | Nieuw Amsterdam | Apr 6, 2022
Includes: $150 US pp onboard credit & 1 night 4 % hotel i Fort Laudesdale
Mexico & Coastals

8 Nt San Diego to Vancouver | Koningsdam | Apr 2, 2022
Includes: 575 US pp onboard credit & 1 night hotel in San Diego

15 Nt San Diego to Vancouver | Zuiderdam | Apr 12, 2022
Inchudes: 1 night hated in San Diego & prepaid gratulties

s 4149
$13649

BALCONY

+1699
12999

Ask us about these other popular destinations for 2022-2023!

» Alaska
» Mediterranean & Europe
» Caribbean

» World Voyages
» South America Voyages
» Grand Africa






