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Rollin' on the rails: Your ticket to Alaska's grandeur
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DENALI STAR: Denali Star passengers lean out between the cars to capture another hairpin turn in the
Susitna River Gorge, near Hurricane. Steve Haggerty/ColorWorld/Tribune News Service

STEVE HAGGERTY

ANCHORAGE, Alaska — When book club member Mary Nelson, responsible for
planning the club's annual fundraiser, told the group she planned to donate a pair of

Alaska Railroad tickets to the silent auction, she got a surprise.

"Cruises are more popular, especially Alaska cruises," said a voice from the back.
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"Not this time," said Nelson, who'd been to Alaska twice. "It's time to explore the rest of
Alaska."

So climb aboard, look out the window and step into nature's paint box. Ahead lie thick
forests and wind-blown lakes, snow-capped peaks, rushing rivers and neon-green
marshes. Look to the west and the Alaska Range appears, swathed in ice, 20,320-foot

Denali Peak standing above the rest.
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You could rent a car and drive. Some highways do follow the railroad tracks. But the
train is a joy, where you sink into comfortable seats to gaze out the windows, watch the

clouds float by and let someone else drive.

Adventure Class tickets - popular with families and residents - offer standard comforts:
spacious seats, the freedom to walk through the cars, use of the Vista Dome car and a
café that sells meals. Gold Star tickets cost more but offer more: dinner and a drink in
the private dining car, plush forward-facing seats, outdoor viewing platforms and glass
domes. Seniors 65 and older and children ages 2-11 pay half-fare. And some cars have

onboard guides.

With COVID-19 suppressing travel plans, good seats, separated by empty rows, are likely
to be available. But tickets sell out fast. Mask rules and schedules may change, so check

the website now and again.

https://www.postguam.com/entertainment/lifestyle/rollin-on-the-rails-your-ticket-to-alaskas-grandeur/article_7af74852-bd2a-11eb-8f0f-336335098e76.h... 2/6


https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=C0HwIV2G6YPuQGsWBi9YPvbGdsA6F_qWJY8jr7rHODJKyzKSACRABINWJkxZgyd7ohsijkBmgAabbs94DyAEJ4AIAqAMByAMKqgTdAk_Q8C__8k3_UvO5CPVBdDb7iK6_EQKuun9oCjlmPhPjkii-JJTOs4iv4zjcxwzrSgzGcNYoCICdTt1ePh0KdRyyibN3dymD_Tci9fvclOqjXdAOSokzkunwd7NXBAQf0N9ZeZ9CWFYdRXAiPUwdudlhwYQ3Vdboie1mGAZAXKs1jCeOR63ZgC3nHqnCj1Fc2alG1qPVWnIxqFd3hKcB3eTvRMNeORNW3XhvB-ILxJF0rR0MioPah4uxCUb4NxQ0BIYvkWa6J0xQH0ugLm0d8jOC5wZP_oHKmkH-DhVfAc25kP3FO9wthFQEp9fKM2v47hWgNC8sI6gV0wi6RXAeLkmoA81aq2BY3PfZOXdU9--RhjjxAAuHr3ZFbrqTOaYDPi-TPkp8tt-1JAo5fE6wDmlhm521CrHoC4vcgJ6dQGx3VE5l4FUXU3sSPbhzLoeRs6lX5bqZaUTNF2xr78jABI_VhvCFA-AEAaAGLoAHwqTMIagHipyxAqgH1ckbqAfw2RuoB_LZG6gHjs4bqAeT2BuoB7oGqAfulrECqAemvhuoB-zVG6gH89EbqAfs1RuoB5bYG9gHANIIBwiAYRABGB3yCBthZHgtc3Vic3luLTQ1NTQxOTYzMDA5NTE2NDGxCcCUmbs2tgYpgAoDigqEAmh0dHA6Ly9jbGlja3NlcnZlLmRhcnRzZWFyY2gubmV0L2xpbmsvY2xpY2s_JmRzX2FfY2lkPTcxNjE0MTE0JmRzX2FfY2FpZD05ODkzOTczMDczJmRzX2FfYWdpZD0xMDQ2NTYzODI2MDcmZHNfYV9maWlkPSZkc19hX2xpZD1hdWQtMzA5MzE0Mzk0Mzg2JiZkc19lX2FkaWQ9NDYxNjI4NDczMDE0JmRzX2VfbWF0Y2h0eXBlPWNvbnRlbnQmZHNfZV9kZXZpY2U9YyZkc19lX25ldHdvcms9ZCYmZHNfdXJsX3Y9MiZkc19kZXN0X3VybD17dW5lc2NhcGVkbHB1cmx9mAsByAsB4AsBgAwBuAwB2BMNiBQJ0BUBgBcB&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASEuRox915HbWfeqkyJk837eO3mg&sig=AOD64_1ziHBXl3oRUWFeYRsqrEu15WDWKw&client=ca-pub-4807561457669996&nb=9&adurl=https://www.sketchup.com%3Fgclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIu5jB_r7-8AIVxcDCBB29WAfmEAEYASAAEgLG0vD_BwE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=C0HwIV2G6YPuQGsWBi9YPvbGdsA6F_qWJY8jr7rHODJKyzKSACRABINWJkxZgyd7ohsijkBmgAabbs94DyAEJ4AIAqAMByAMKqgTdAk_Q8C__8k3_UvO5CPVBdDb7iK6_EQKuun9oCjlmPhPjkii-JJTOs4iv4zjcxwzrSgzGcNYoCICdTt1ePh0KdRyyibN3dymD_Tci9fvclOqjXdAOSokzkunwd7NXBAQf0N9ZeZ9CWFYdRXAiPUwdudlhwYQ3Vdboie1mGAZAXKs1jCeOR63ZgC3nHqnCj1Fc2alG1qPVWnIxqFd3hKcB3eTvRMNeORNW3XhvB-ILxJF0rR0MioPah4uxCUb4NxQ0BIYvkWa6J0xQH0ugLm0d8jOC5wZP_oHKmkH-DhVfAc25kP3FO9wthFQEp9fKM2v47hWgNC8sI6gV0wi6RXAeLkmoA81aq2BY3PfZOXdU9--RhjjxAAuHr3ZFbrqTOaYDPi-TPkp8tt-1JAo5fE6wDmlhm521CrHoC4vcgJ6dQGx3VE5l4FUXU3sSPbhzLoeRs6lX5bqZaUTNF2xr78jABI_VhvCFA-AEAaAGLoAHwqTMIagHipyxAqgH1ckbqAfw2RuoB_LZG6gHjs4bqAeT2BuoB7oGqAfulrECqAemvhuoB-zVG6gH89EbqAfs1RuoB5bYG9gHANIIBwiAYRABGB3yCBthZHgtc3Vic3luLTQ1NTQxOTYzMDA5NTE2NDGxCcCUmbs2tgYpgAoDigqEAmh0dHA6Ly9jbGlja3NlcnZlLmRhcnRzZWFyY2gubmV0L2xpbmsvY2xpY2s_JmRzX2FfY2lkPTcxNjE0MTE0JmRzX2FfY2FpZD05ODkzOTczMDczJmRzX2FfYWdpZD0xMDQ2NTYzODI2MDcmZHNfYV9maWlkPSZkc19hX2xpZD1hdWQtMzA5MzE0Mzk0Mzg2JiZkc19lX2FkaWQ9NDYxNjI4NDczMDE0JmRzX2VfbWF0Y2h0eXBlPWNvbnRlbnQmZHNfZV9kZXZpY2U9YyZkc19lX25ldHdvcms9ZCYmZHNfdXJsX3Y9MiZkc19kZXN0X3VybD17dW5lc2NhcGVkbHB1cmx9mAsByAsB4AsBgAwBuAwB2BMNiBQJ0BUBgBcB&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASEuRox915HbWfeqkyJk837eO3mg&sig=AOD64_1ziHBXl3oRUWFeYRsqrEu15WDWKw&client=ca-pub-4807561457669996&nb=0&adurl=https://www.sketchup.com%3Fgclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIu5jB_r7-8AIVxcDCBB29WAfmEAEYASAAEgLG0vD_BwE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=C0HwIV2G6YPuQGsWBi9YPvbGdsA6F_qWJY8jr7rHODJKyzKSACRABINWJkxZgyd7ohsijkBmgAabbs94DyAEJ4AIAqAMByAMKqgTdAk_Q8C__8k3_UvO5CPVBdDb7iK6_EQKuun9oCjlmPhPjkii-JJTOs4iv4zjcxwzrSgzGcNYoCICdTt1ePh0KdRyyibN3dymD_Tci9fvclOqjXdAOSokzkunwd7NXBAQf0N9ZeZ9CWFYdRXAiPUwdudlhwYQ3Vdboie1mGAZAXKs1jCeOR63ZgC3nHqnCj1Fc2alG1qPVWnIxqFd3hKcB3eTvRMNeORNW3XhvB-ILxJF0rR0MioPah4uxCUb4NxQ0BIYvkWa6J0xQH0ugLm0d8jOC5wZP_oHKmkH-DhVfAc25kP3FO9wthFQEp9fKM2v47hWgNC8sI6gV0wi6RXAeLkmoA81aq2BY3PfZOXdU9--RhjjxAAuHr3ZFbrqTOaYDPi-TPkp8tt-1JAo5fE6wDmlhm521CrHoC4vcgJ6dQGx3VE5l4FUXU3sSPbhzLoeRs6lX5bqZaUTNF2xr78jABI_VhvCFA-AEAaAGLoAHwqTMIagHipyxAqgH1ckbqAfw2RuoB_LZG6gHjs4bqAeT2BuoB7oGqAfulrECqAemvhuoB-zVG6gH89EbqAfs1RuoB5bYG9gHANIIBwiAYRABGB3yCBthZHgtc3Vic3luLTQ1NTQxOTYzMDA5NTE2NDGxCcCUmbs2tgYpgAoDigqEAmh0dHA6Ly9jbGlja3NlcnZlLmRhcnRzZWFyY2gubmV0L2xpbmsvY2xpY2s_JmRzX2FfY2lkPTcxNjE0MTE0JmRzX2FfY2FpZD05ODkzOTczMDczJmRzX2FfYWdpZD0xMDQ2NTYzODI2MDcmZHNfYV9maWlkPSZkc19hX2xpZD1hdWQtMzA5MzE0Mzk0Mzg2JiZkc19lX2FkaWQ9NDYxNjI4NDczMDE0JmRzX2VfbWF0Y2h0eXBlPWNvbnRlbnQmZHNfZV9kZXZpY2U9YyZkc19lX25ldHdvcms9ZCYmZHNfdXJsX3Y9MiZkc19kZXN0X3VybD17dW5lc2NhcGVkbHB1cmx9mAsByAsB4AsBgAwBuAwB2BMNiBQJ0BUBgBcB&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASEuRox915HbWfeqkyJk837eO3mg&sig=AOD64_1ziHBXl3oRUWFeYRsqrEu15WDWKw&client=ca-pub-4807561457669996&nb=8&adurl=https://www.sketchup.com%3Fgclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIu5jB_r7-8AIVxcDCBB29WAfmEAEYASAAEgLG0vD_BwE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=C0HwIV2G6YPuQGsWBi9YPvbGdsA6F_qWJY8jr7rHODJKyzKSACRABINWJkxZgyd7ohsijkBmgAabbs94DyAEJ4AIAqAMByAMKqgTdAk_Q8C__8k3_UvO5CPVBdDb7iK6_EQKuun9oCjlmPhPjkii-JJTOs4iv4zjcxwzrSgzGcNYoCICdTt1ePh0KdRyyibN3dymD_Tci9fvclOqjXdAOSokzkunwd7NXBAQf0N9ZeZ9CWFYdRXAiPUwdudlhwYQ3Vdboie1mGAZAXKs1jCeOR63ZgC3nHqnCj1Fc2alG1qPVWnIxqFd3hKcB3eTvRMNeORNW3XhvB-ILxJF0rR0MioPah4uxCUb4NxQ0BIYvkWa6J0xQH0ugLm0d8jOC5wZP_oHKmkH-DhVfAc25kP3FO9wthFQEp9fKM2v47hWgNC8sI6gV0wi6RXAeLkmoA81aq2BY3PfZOXdU9--RhjjxAAuHr3ZFbrqTOaYDPi-TPkp8tt-1JAo5fE6wDmlhm521CrHoC4vcgJ6dQGx3VE5l4FUXU3sSPbhzLoeRs6lX5bqZaUTNF2xr78jABI_VhvCFA-AEAaAGLoAHwqTMIagHipyxAqgH1ckbqAfw2RuoB_LZG6gHjs4bqAeT2BuoB7oGqAfulrECqAemvhuoB-zVG6gH89EbqAfs1RuoB5bYG9gHANIIBwiAYRABGB3yCBthZHgtc3Vic3luLTQ1NTQxOTYzMDA5NTE2NDGxCcCUmbs2tgYpgAoDigqEAmh0dHA6Ly9jbGlja3NlcnZlLmRhcnRzZWFyY2gubmV0L2xpbmsvY2xpY2s_JmRzX2FfY2lkPTcxNjE0MTE0JmRzX2FfY2FpZD05ODkzOTczMDczJmRzX2FfYWdpZD0xMDQ2NTYzODI2MDcmZHNfYV9maWlkPSZkc19hX2xpZD1hdWQtMzA5MzE0Mzk0Mzg2JiZkc19lX2FkaWQ9NDYxNjI4NDczMDE0JmRzX2VfbWF0Y2h0eXBlPWNvbnRlbnQmZHNfZV9kZXZpY2U9YyZkc19lX25ldHdvcms9ZCYmZHNfdXJsX3Y9MiZkc19kZXN0X3VybD17dW5lc2NhcGVkbHB1cmx9mAsByAsB4AsBgAwBuAwB2BMNiBQJ0BUBgBcB&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASEuRox915HbWfeqkyJk837eO3mg&sig=AOD64_1ziHBXl3oRUWFeYRsqrEu15WDWKw&client=ca-pub-4807561457669996&nb=1&adurl=https://www.sketchup.com%3Fgclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIu5jB_r7-8AIVxcDCBB29WAfmEAEYASAAEgLG0vD_BwE
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?reasons=-00H-xqm-DjN_f7xiEWrv-3O3sCSclWXfeDrFMjvv6Tzq3_jq3vJsRpyYAZmJVOBzzAkmtcsIP4ccRhKWX3H8eIizL2mwt0iUeSw0Up-WUsY1k6cBChv9ky5qzzJgCv0AFsVpEWNQ3kK3NMRpq3ikmgcx1IdN18nmXWJtA89Oj_n9feaIOgJEJtbrsKDkEJ9wFwOtGeEEnGfJ7hb4AXvA12XNrsAjklKytVnha5XEvLt13pv3nzKxI7NDoiiorI0Tbh604aciowMmvTdbL522Ob6YPthdw0krUkbnP3g,dA8WHSgqpQXyeE8lP0TVVw&source=display
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?reasons=-00H-xqm-DjN_f7xiEWrv-3O3sCSclWXfeDrFMjvv6Tzq3_jq3vJsRpyYAZmJVOBzzAkmtcsIP4ccRhKWX3H8eIizL2mwt0iUeSw0Up-WUsY1k6cBChv9ky5qzzJgCv0AFsVpEWNQ3kK3NMRpq3ikmgcx1IdN18nmXWJtA89Oj_n9feaIOgJEJtbrsKDkEJ9wFwOtGeEEnGfJ7hb4AXvA12XNrsAjklKytVnha5XEvLt13pv3nzKxI7NDoiiorI0Tbh604aciowMmvTdbL522Ob6YPthdw0krUkbnP3g,dA8WHSgqpQXyeE8lP0TVVw&source=display

6/4/2021 Rollin' on the rails: Your ticket to Alaska's grandeur | Lifestyle | postguam.com
Your next question is which train and route. The railroad has two main routes, both
departing from Anchorage, Alaska's largest city. If you have a free day, the Coastal
Classic, 120 miles long, is an ideal choice. Leaving the station at 6:45 a.m., it heads south
across the Kenai Peninsula, stops in Seward and stays long enough for passengers to take

a tour or reconnoiter the town before departure, at 6.p.m.

If you have more time, two or three nights or more, the Denali Star train, on a 356-mile
route, heads north, stops at Denali National Park and continues on to Fairbanks, gateway
to the Arctic.

The Coastal Classic

Why is the Coastal Classic special? The route, winding through the Chugach National
Forest, was rated by National Geographic Traveler among the nation's five most
spectacular rail trips. The scenery, visible only from the train, showcases the peninsula's
mountains and the Sargent Ice Field at the summit, 45 miles north to south, of deep,
ancient glacial ice. Dividing the peninsula from Prince William Sound, to the east, it's

the source of rivers, streams and lakes.
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The trip ends in Seward, the peninsula's oldest town, Settled during the 1896 Alaska gold

e

rush, where you can fish for halibut, visit the Chumash Heritage Museum or tour the

Sealife Center, a zoo, museum and marine-life laboratory in one.
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But for most travelers, the goal is a three- or six-hour wildlife cruise on Resurrection
Bay, in the Kenai Fjords National Park. On an ordinary day you're likely to see whales, a

couple of orcas, otters perhaps, porpoises, a bear, seals and sea lions.

On a good day you'll see all of them, swimming, puffing mist into the air, leaping out of
the water or sunning on the rocks. Bald eagles perch in trees and auklets and puffins
nest in rocky cliffs. The weather varies, so bring a warm, windproof coat and motion

sickness pills.

And now there's a new, short trip closer to Anchorage, the Glacier Discovery tour, taking

passengers to five formerly hard-to-include destinations.
The Denali Star

Why take the Alaska Railroad's other major route, the Denali Star? Because it goes to
Denali National Park, 6 million acres, all unspoiled wilderness, one of the last of its

kind. If you're even close, you shouldn't miss it.

Book a room in one of the hotels or lodges near the entrance and sign up for one of the

many guided bus tours that explore the park, the Tundra Wilderness Tour, or the Eielson

Visitors Center Tour, for instance. The park has only one road, for tour and transit buses

only. For more tours, comb through the details first, at Denali National Park.

Depending on the day, the Denali Star makes short stops in Wasilla, near Anchorage, or
in Talkeeta. It may even make a whistle stop if the engineer sees someone standing by
the tracks waiting to board. It's a reminder that Alaska's railroad is part of the state's
public transportation, a vital service for back-country residents who need a doctor or

groceries.
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After the Denali Star stops at the Denali Park station it heads north to Fairbanks, famous
for ice sculptures, the Northern Lights and the University of Alaska. Call early for the
Fairbanks "City Highlights" tour, then follow the map to Pioneer Park and to the

university for a look at the campus.

Next spend an hour absorbing the first-class collection at the Museum of the North, then
head to Fountainhead Antique Auto Museum or the Ice Museum, most likely the only
one in the country. If time allows go to Chena Hot Springs where you can rent a snow

machine for a slippery slosh through miles of snow drifts, and a long hot soak afterward.

On the train again, returning to Anchorage, take another look at the Alaska state map,
the one you brought with you. Southcentral Alaska, what you've seen from the dome car

and those big square windows, seemed endless.

So many peaks, so many trees, so much ice and so few towns; it's unreal. Alaska, in fact,
is larger than California, Texas and Montana put together, and the Southcentral region,
where the trains run, accounts for just 10%. Think of the places awaiting your next trip

north.
Other options

Are there any other railroads in Alaska? Yes, in Skagway on Alaska's southeast coast. The
White Pass & Yukon Railroad, built in 1898 during the Gold Rush years, is now a tourist
attraction, owned by Carnival Cruises, which keeps its narrow-gauge steam engines busy

hauling cruise passengers up the mountain.
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6/4/2021 Rollin' on the rails: Your ticket to Alaska's grandeur | Lifestyle | postguam.com
Peer out as the train follows the historic Klondike Trail uphill, weaving around cliffs and
crossing deep gorges, and think of the countless men and horses that struggled and died

here, trying to reach the gold fields. The trip, literally a cliff-hanger, is sensational.

But there's a hitch. You can't ride the train unless you go to Skagway, and you can't go to
Skagway except by ship. This tiny coastal town is one of Alaska's land-locked villages, a
place with no direct way in or out. Unless, of course, you could take the book club's

advice and book that cruise.
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