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Dazzling beaches and
deep traditions in Fiji

ANNEZ COOKE

*hats Toin Hanks' sland, in ‘Cast
Away’ the movie” sald the passen-
gﬂ' satting neariw, on the rear deck.

seen him standing in line, 2
L‘O]lege ldd in a red !Iun, pmhng

and repacking a k

armanged an suthentic Fijian din-
ner, and co-gwner Gerdon Leewie
toild talesof Fijilifi in the earky daye.
Though Nadi International Airport
wos 20 minules swiy, oo oune
{BOO -ray, roam, house), ane of sbx
in the lush t.mpu! BArOET, Was &5
eptiet

waited to board the early morning
ferry out of Viti Levu, largest of
s 20 islunds: Leaning over the
railing he pointed at the horizon
wnela Eint grey-groen sha)
“Tts real name is Modriki, and its
small, just W0 acres” he said. “But
the beach is awesome, Tourists
can'twait togo”
Nosurprise there For most South
Pacific travellers, nothing rivals Fi-
ji's sindy beaches, patm-shaded
g.mns starry nights und Melue-
sian hospitality, We'd island-

“Wie've had guests who stayed for
wecks” snid Dimlesh at dinner
O e even vmling a Tk, But
mest are

!5!-1-

Mark N i

trmvellers,
businessmen fying ul.ruu;dl We
tefl them, ifyou T don't

wut 1o colleel our $25 entrunce fie
andak s the chiel.

trytorsleep in the keunge. Well pick
you up, you can use the pool, eat
dinner or go to bed, and well drive
you back”

Curious shoul Lautolka, Vili Le-
vu's second-largest town on the
northwest shore, we hired tour
suigde and driver Kisho Goundar,

Tuming onto the Nausori High-
Innd Fond — oot avother car in

an hlllllr ety hill stoeper than the
ome before, until we rounded the
Lop, Finul

passed, T 1
it wais o Lo oo obder conlury.
The trip ended at o village, with s
tour; lunch at the community cen-
tre el @ kv cevemony — shared
cups = with the chief and town
fathers. Kava is calming. seme say.
Juest more weak ten, say others.
Ilm mﬂn_‘, villagies are there, we
but thai’s

Iy, around the comer, we: s

they
different beach resorts, and liked
most of ther. Until 2009, u\hcn we

an, English and Hindi. Stopping at
thee town's uge em!md. market, e

incda b
 the sbunel's o

Finally last fafl, with COVTD-1% in
decline and Fili open for lousts,
we hopped 2 plane and headed

Tarva "sticks” the
s e would need — for the chiel
— ifwe visited a village.
Then i was on io the Sabeto
Mountains and the Garden of the

twe hunters on with ri-
s e dogs.
Moving to Viti Levu’s I

nt ..lL st the hotels desk clerk,
Each I iom family be-
Bongs boa vilkayie :lemun huul
it's o, 15 like 3 clan,

comer, we checked into the Inter-
Continentul Fiji Golf Besort & Spo,
a W-hectare landscaped property
on Natadols Bay And instesd of
=lespeople in =uits, the hotel wisas

And only Indigenous Fijins can
erwm el S nchd sl theee v Elaggees s
their baind and it's nearly 90 per cent
af the country, “The government
makes Fijis lows, but the villsges

back, this time for another look at Sﬂecphgﬁmt..‘\popuhrpw‘k. it busyas a country |,I||‘bw|= hobdm- rule themselves, That's why they'ne
what meakes the country tick. Find- — was founded by Burr, ridwide  weekend [ [ d

inghotels wasn't easy; Fiji s toAus-  orchid mll.ntr-r Humlmk of or- h-gh\ﬂ moms worked out st 4 it As oor kst wesk approsched, we
tralians what Hawaii is to Amer-  chids, the tradl to the We q)mied ldds racing  took the ferry to Lomani Tsland Re-

senre. Bul we erossedd our fngiers,
found five with rooms and struck
gold at three places bepging for a
mepent visl.

1"|e Fiji Orchid, a stately manor
house near Viti Levids northwest
shoreand the foemes hoane of s
1 o B i

summit, i g hesdlike mck, ane
the highlight of a visit. And the ad-
Jjacent forest — a tower of vines,
shadowy hranches and strange
flowers — was a set waiting for a
e,

The next day we headed up-

auries “Perry Mason,” felt nothing
like o hotel and everything fike a
home away from home. With sn
inviting lving rocm and framed
memorabilia, it beckoned at the
end of avery long day.

Hotel \MIMI Deepika Dimdesh

Nawvala Village. the coun-

try's et thatebed village, driving

past barnyands, gardens, sugar cane

fields, \1lhgrs.ﬁ|cow:mmlnm
ing plant and Meth

hermit oribs, and others lesming
Fifian words and Polynesian dane-
s Menus at the hotel’s several res-
taurants listed continental and
some Fijian dishes, and our favou-
ritee, thee livehy Toba Bar & Grill took
our order in five minutes and
served the food inl0.

Most memorable wis the river
cruise with Singatoka River Safari
Wide and long the river winds
through an endbess valley, weaving

Mustin, Sikh, Hindu and Catholic-
oriented primary schools.
At first glance Nwvala Jooked emp-

past rocky hills, fums and mead-
ows. Children splashed in it and
meen serubbed their horses, waving

sort — yes, an sdults-only beach
resort — on Malolo Lalad island, o
single hour's ferry ride to the main-
kaind and Naci Tnbermatbonal Air-
port. You can stay overnight and
still ke it to the sinport on time,

Bul i wasn't the beach that
esrned the gold star It was the
chirning coltges, ench with o pri-
vate yard and phunge pool. The
smiling waiters and creative, chef-
desimed muenls, served st cendbelit
tables. The “double-X swimming
pool and the water sports centre,
TRIMUIME WEWS SERVICE

STEVE
HAGGERTY
TRIBUNE SEWS
SERVICE

thal ancient
spirits left the
world fram
Uluvinavatu
Mzuntain, on
Wil Levu's
nartheast
shore.

SAVE UP TO

$800 PER C

Shamrock Royal

15 Day First Class Coach Tour
Explore the beauty of Ireland
2 and 3 night hotel stays, enjoy

full Irish breakfasts daity and
mast avening meals.

Visit Clitfs of Moher and Giant's
Chusewsy

Tour Only Was Mow

Jun 15 54499 54199
Jul 20 54599 54199
AugE 20 54599 S4199
PRICING I5 INCLUSIVE OF ALL TAMES

57 K Ciut -

England & Wales Classic

on this magical tour. Relax with

11 Day Deluxe Coach Tour

A lwxury reland tour. 10 neghts,
defuxe hotels, charming
manors ard casties, full leish
breakfast daily and 7 full course|
evening meals

Exceptionsl 5 Star Expetience

TourOnly  Was  MNow

Junl5, 22 54895 54499
Jut 13, 27 $4B99  S4549
AuglD. 24 $4899 54499

PRICING IS INCLUSIVE OF ALL TAXES

8 Day First Class Coach Tour

Enjoy the best of Scotland on
this armazing first class coach
tour. 7 nights first class hotels,
full Scottish breakfast daity and
5 full course evening meals.
Cruise on Loch Ness & Visit the
lsle of Skye

TourOnly  Was  Now
Jun2z 53899 53499
Jun29 53895 53599
Jul,13 53899 53499

FRICING 15 INCLUSIVE OF ALL TAXES

11 Day Deluxe Coach Tour

A lweury tour of England and
Wales including 10 nights at
deluve and first class hotels,
full English breakfast daily and
5 full course evening meals,

Only 26 guests per departure

Tour Cnly Was Now

Jun 19 54799 54395
Aug 28 54799 54489
Sept 256 Oct 2 54899 54599

PRK

3 15 IRCLUSIVE OF ALL TAXES
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