
Celelraliltu Edvard 0risu
Norway's Jubilee 1 993 echoes

the genius of the composer
and the works of other artists

with
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SLO-The quest ions were
coming hot and heavy, and
Elsa, young, blond and pert,
a guide at  the Maihaugen
outdoor museum, was ready
answers.

."Yes. Edvard Griee often visited
Li l lehimmer for  iummer hol i -
diys," she assured her a.udience in
careful  Engl ish,  smoothing her
red-and-green embroidered skirt to
pose for-a photbgraph beside one
of the park's l Sth Century log
houses. She smiled. A dozen cam-
eras clicked in unison.' " B o t h  L i l l e h a m m e r  a n d  t h e
Gudbrandsdalen Valley were an
important influence on his life and
music."

'Well, maybe. Elsa could be for-
glven for wishful thinking. But as
Norwal"s Grieg .lubilee 1993 festi-
val  gains momcntum, speeding
te\r'ard summer and the culmina-
tion of the l50th birthdav celebra-
tion honoring composei Edvard
Grieg,  every Norwegian v i l lage
with the mere hint of an anecdote
t0 retell is claiming the great man
ats rts own.

'To find out for yourself, con-
sider driving through Norwav. The
roads are good, and the traffic is
light. You can poke along country
roads in a rented car. lunch on
bread and cheese at scenic over-
looks and linger at 8O0-year-old
stave churches. You'll cross tun-
dra, ferry across.the world's deep
est fiords and shop for souvenrr-
store trolls and handknit sweaters.

And you may decide that the in-
spiration behind Crieg's genius-
and the wel lspr ing of  Noruay's
mos t  haun t ing  mus ic ,  a r t  and
literature-was born in the land
itself.

And what a land it is. Westward,
the rough, rugged coastline climbs
out of the cold North Sea like a
polar bear on the hunt; solitary
fords, gJassy and still, probe the
cliffs l ike hoary' f ingcrs. ln the
mountains, icy peaks and snow-fed
rivers su'eep the tundra. To the
east ,  green meadows rand t idy
barns dot the landscape.

The Grieg Jubilee 1993, a vear-
l o n g  c e l e b r a t i o n  w i t h  e v e n t s
planned in all the larger towns,
highlights the life and work of the

puckish Gr ieg,  a t iny man u,ho
had to sit on a volume of Beetho-
ven's collected works to reach his
desk-and perhaps for inspiration.
But the Jubilee also honors Grieg's
fellow artists and their era. the late
l9th Century. and the flowering of
nationalism.

This summer, concerts, recitals,
theater productions, museum exhi-
bis and euided toun u'ill recoe-
nize Gricf, born in Bcrgen (184]-
1907):  p laywright  Henr ik Ibscn,
also f rom Bergcn (1828-1906),  and
e x p r e s s i o n i s t  p a i n t e r  E d v a r d
Munch (pronounced Munk), born
near Oslo ( 1 863- 1944).

Nor*'a1,'s secondary artists also
have earned their  p lace in the
midnight  sun.  Most  Americans
think of Lillehammer as the site of
the 1994 Winter  Olympics,  but
Nor*'cgians know the town as the
home of  Sigr id Undset,  novel is t
and  Nobe l  P r i ze  w inner ,  bes t
known in America for her novel.
"Kristin Lavransdatter." Undsct's
home will be open to r"isitors.

Less  fami l i a r  ou ts ide  Scan-
dinavia are author Biornst ierne
Bjornson; sculptor Gristav Vige-
land, whose sculpture fills Oslo's
Frogner Park; sculptor Ingebrigt
Vik, whose bronze figure of Grieg
graces cit;" park in Oslo and Ber-
gen;  and v i r tuoso v io l in ist  Ole
Bull, who recognized and encour-
aged  the  young  Gr ieg .  Bu l l ' s
home, on a wooded islet a short

A small stave church on a hil l in
U r n e s ,  a b o v e  N o r w a y ' s
might iest  f lord,  the Sognef jord.

fern' ride from Bcrgen, is open for
vlslts.

One  poss ib le  i t i ne ra ry -w i th
time out for detours-travsl5 flsrn
east to west, starting in Oslo, the
capital.

D r i v e  f i r s t  t o  L i l l e h a m m e r
(there's a brand new road, built
for next winter's Olympics), con-
tinue to lom in the mountains,
cross the summit ;  descend to
Sogndal  and Lof thus in f iord
country. and end-in Beryen, Nor-
wav's hlstonc sealanng porL

During the l9th centuryt most
aspiring artists flocked to Oslo's
Crand Hotel Cafe, the place [o see
and bc seen sipping tea on a rainy

The Steindalsfoss Waterfal l-
t y p i c a l  o f  N o r w a y ' s  r u g g e d
beauty-near Bergen.

afternoon. Grieg and lbsen rrould
m e e t  t h e r e .  S o  t o  m e e t  t h e
Norwegian literati. start -r-our pil-
gnmage at the Cafe, beneath a
wall-sized mural of its famous pa-
trons.

Art surrounds vou in Oslo. a re-
minder of the sirange connection
between cold, dark ?ays and the
creative force. Frogner- Park is a
stage fo-r Vigeland's work, hun-
dreds of monumental granite and
bronze figures. The Munch Muse-
um displays a large collection of
Ir{unch's paintings and sketches.
Ibsen's apartment near the roval
palace is now a memorabilia niu-
seum. The lobb-v of the National

Theater, Ibsen's home theater. has
an Iarge portrait collection.

ln  L i l l ehammer ,  th ree  hours
north by car, treeless ski runs, bare
in the summer sun,  s ignal  th is
town's hrst order of business. But
on a sunn)' da}, last summer, the
tour ists \ \ 'cre at  N, la ihaueen in-
stead, hearing Elsa talk ab-out her
country'men's abilitl' to build !\'ith
wood and strolling through the re-
created lSth Century vil lage's 140
historic timbered tiouses] barns.
shops  and  a  s tave  church  (a l l
transplants from other places).

The l2th Centurv stavc church
in Lom, in the mountains. is a
more artistic example of that skil l.
Built entirely of wood, it is sup
ported by massive beams inside
and  shea thed  w i th  decora t i ve
wood shingles outside, with mul-
tiple peakcd roofs cappcd b1' one-
of-a-krnd caned dragons' hcads.

Strong cnough to sun' ive the
centunes, a stave church on fire
goes up like a bonfire. In June
1992, the Bersen church caueht
fire, set by ar-sonists, it is sa'id,
lcaving onl1, 3l of the original an-
crent stave churches standing._

I-om residents are proud ol thelr
archi tectural  her i tage.  But  th is
),ear you may hear instead about
the nearby mountain meadows
and goryes where Grieg met the
local  fo lk and heard them tel l
Norse folk tales.

Past Lom, a dirt road climbs the
hillside over the tundra to Juvbre
Glac ie r  and  Ga ldhop iggen  Sk i
C e n t e r ,  b e l o w  t h e  s u m m i t  o f
8,148-foot  Galdhopiggen, Nor-

The waterfront and harbor area of downtown Bergen, Norway, birthplace of Edvard Grieg.
by Stow Hrggerty
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How to
get around

I I ore about Nonpav:
l l  Gett ing therei  Scan-
ll! dinavian Airl ines Svstem
(SAS),  KLM Ro1'al  Dutch
Airlines and Delta Airl ines
fly to Oslo from the United
States.  Other a i r l ines con-
n e c t  f r o m  C o p e n h a g e n .
Fer ry  se rv i ce  i s  ava i l ab le
from Denmark and Sweden.

G e t t i n g  a r o u n d :  H e r t z ,
Avis and Budget have rental
olfices in Oslo and Bergen;
rescrve a car before vou
leave home. Norway requires
an international drivers' l i-
cense (available through an
auto club).

Join ing a tour:  Package
tours are :rn easy and afford-
able *'ay to see Nor*'ay. A
Noru,egian Masters tour is
offered by Scantours, Santa
M o n i c a ,  C a l i f .  8 0 0 - 2 2 3 -
S C , { N ,  a n d  b y  H o l i d a y
T o u r s  o f  A m e r i c a ,  N e w
)'ork City', 800-677-6454.

Tickets and events: Hotels
and tourist information of-
fices in the larger towns have
G r i e g  J u b i l e e  1 9 9 3  e v e n t
Iistings. In most cases you
can bu.v tickets on the day of
the pcrformance.

l'hcre to sta!': In Oslo, the
Grand Hotel, on Karljohans
Ga[e, is the city' 's finest and
most expensive hotel .  The
lr' lunch Hotel, on Munchs-
gatc, is clean. sen'iceable and
inexpensive.  Both are near
thc c i t l 'ccnter .

I n  L o m ,  t h e  F o s s h e i m
Hotel ,  a h istor ic  log lodge
on the main road through
tou'n,  is  rust ic ,  br ight  and
moderatell priccd.

In Sogndal ,  the Sogndal
Hotcl, near the town center,
caters to tour groups. Expect
moderate pr ices,  cafeter ia-
stylc food.

In Bergcn,  the luxur ious
Norge Hotel, in the center
on Ole Bulls' Plaza, is tops
and priced accordingly. The
August in Hotel ,  on Sundts
Gate  near  the  ha rbo r ,  i s
clean, small and priced mod-
erately.

F u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s
ava i l ab le  f rom the  Nor -
u'egian Tourist Board, 655
3 r d  A v e n u e ,  N e w  Y o r k ,
N.Y. I 001 7; 2t2-949-2333.

Anne Z. Cooke
rrrrrl Sfeuc llutljertyt
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rcsidcnts, bc surc to include nlorc
than musical cvents on your agcn-
da.

Don't miss the Berghus Fortress
and Kine Hakon's t{all, a relic
from ttre-mid 1200s. The.Munici-
pal Art Museum's l9th and 20th
Century Nonvegian and European
paintings are worth seeing, and a
finc col lect ion of paint ings by
Munch,  whose dark,  brooding
vlslon seems more contemporary
than ever, are found in the Ras-
mus Mever Museum.

For a.glimpse of early Bergen,
visit the Bryggen Museum, built
above the excavated foundations
of the town's first waterfront set-
tlement. The Bryggen tour sthrts
in the cxhibits, then visits the l6th
Centurv row houses where the
Hanseatic mcrchants l ived and
worked. Rain is no excuse to miss
this onc as the tour guides hand
out umbrellas.

Make your last pilgrimage !o
Troldhaugen ("Trol ls '  House"),
Greis's home where he lived with
his iife, an accomplished singer.
The house, looking over a lake
outside Bergen, is open daily for
public tours.

There is no doubt that Grieg
slept in this spacious country re-
treat: The original furnishings-
kitchenware, books, music and
photographs-are in their familiar
places. His piano, which he played
when the  coup le  en te r ta ined
friends, is kept tuned for private
recitals.

A large, airy hall for public reci-
tals and chamber concerts was
built recentlv over a ravine near
the house, t-aking advantage of a
natural slope. Musical perform-
ances are held here daily, a fitting
end to any search for the meaning I
in Grieg's music. l

Eventually, you'll _find yourself ;
at the Grieghallen, Bergen's main ,
concert hall in the city center,
which is booked year-round with ;
svmohonv. opera and iazz coo- r
c'erts; Norwigians arri faithful 1
musi6 lovers. 

-This 
summer, of ;

course,  the focus rwi l l  be on i

way's highest peak. From the base,
a 3,000-foot- long l i f t ,  opcn al l
summer, tows skiers up the gla-
cter.

Members of the U.S. Women's
Ski Team were on thc slopes the
third week of August, training for
the Olympics.

"We're here because this is the
best August snow in Europe," one
said as they knocked the snow off
their boots and trooped inside for
lunch.

W e s t  o f  t h e  m o u n t a i n s  a n d
s o u t h ,  a  p r i m i t i v c  s m a l l  s t a v c
church stands scntincl on a hil l  in
Urnes, above Norway's mighticst
fiord, the Sogncfiord, l12 rniles
long and 4,000 feet deep. You can
reach Urnes on a narrow road be-
side the fiord or catch a ferry from
Sogndal, a lS-minute ride.

Though Grieg is reputed to have
slept in a good many Nonvegian
towns, l,ofthus on the Hardanger
Fjord honestly can say that he did.
Here at the Ullensvang Hotel, the
composer lived for a year and va-
cationed for several sumrnerS, &l-
ternat ing hik ing t r ips into the

' i
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Green meadows
ous fjord country

and tidy farms dot
of Norway.
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the landscape in the mountain-

rnountains with solitarv work ses-
sions in a primitive on6-room hut,
where hc wove thc folk tunes he
heard  around h im in to  l y r i ca l
piano pieces.

The hut stands in the hotel ear-
den overlooking the fiorcl, rcpaired
a n d  r e p a i n t e d  b y  t h e  h o t c l ' s

owner, Mr. Utne, great great-son
of the Utnc who opencd thc hotel
in 1846 and befriended Grieg.

In Bergen, where Grieg spent the
last 2l years of his l i fe, his pres-
cnce is tangiblc, even today. Ilut
to undcrstand the Bergeners, "a
differcnt brecd," according to Oslo

I
I

Spectal to the Trlbune I
r l

Grieg. O


